RIDE WORLD WIDE
Argentina - Patagonia

Estancia Huechahue 2009-2010
Riding Trip Information Sheet

Estancia Huechahue is in the Northern Patagonian Détact of Argentina, about 1000 miles south west of Bgeno
Aires, in the foothills of the Andes. It is about 45 mmifeom the small town of San Martin de Los Andes andriies
north of San Carlos de Bariloche and is a working Estaovwned by Jane Williams and her family. The Estancia
covers approximately 15,000 acres in all and is home ta &0ooorses (including breeding mares, youngsters and
riding horses). It also supports around 400 head of Hereftite, gaoduces fruit, some vegetables and alfalfa.
Huechahue is open to guests from late September to early(Améntina’s spring, summer and autumn) and at cer
times during these months, 3 to 5 day riding trips into tighbeuring Lanin National Park are arranged as well ride
from Estancia to Estancia in the local area and loriges from the Estancia across the border into Chliga, new for
this season are set date 10 day progr&tesise see our separate information sheets for detailstbé ‘Rides Across
the Andes’ and also the Estancia to Estancia Rides.

DatesStays at Huechahue can be arranged between Septemidgrafar anything from 2 nights to 2 or 3 weeks
although a minimum of 6 or 7 nights is generally recomaedrto ensure you get the most from your visit. Dates ar
arranged on request and there are also some set datdly, disurag the summer months, which include a ride in® th
neighbouring Lanin National Park, camping at night. In gp{®eptember and October) and autumn (late March an
April) when the weather in the hills can be unpredilgayou will normally be based at (or return to) tistacia at
night. Longer 9 night itineraries riding from Huechahue s&tbe Andes into Chile are also arranged from set date:
throughout the summer season. Please see the d#teseat of this information sheet and contact us tokchec
availability.
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Riding Riding is one of the main features of a stay at Humaddut riding hours are flexible. There are generally
morning, afternoon and full day picnic rides to exploee Hstancia and surrounding area (there are many routes t
choose from) as well as opportunities to help the gaushds cattle, perhaps rounding them up for branding and
checking, and also to round up horses. In mid Novembez theisually a longer 2 or 3 day cattle drive moving cattl
between seasonal grazing - a wonderful opportunity to exyperie real working cattle drive. Another option isda& r
into the Lanin National Park, the World Heritage Wildes®s Area that surrounds the spectacular Lanin volcdrmeseTl
trips generally include about 6 hours riding a day, althougimalia can vary with the route, time of year andigbdf
the group. Rides are generally limited to a maximum of 12tgeten smaller groups when riding out on the Estan
when riders can easily be split according to abilityd are lead by Jane your host or another English speakitig, gu
usually with a gaucho acting as back up rider. There igghtviamit for riders of about 95kgs / 15 stone but please
contact us to check suitable horses are available ifweight is close to this (some heavier experienceds ety
also be taken by prior arrangement).

The HorsesThe horses at Huehachue are mainly home or locadty Griollo (the local Argentine breed) and
Anglo-Normand crosses of between about 15hh and 17hh.arbdyred for working cattle, are strong and sensibte,
are also extremely responsive, athletic and forwardygmaking them a real pleasure to ride. Tack is Argentiie st
saddles are similar to a Maclellan style army saflligestern without the big pommel) - with an extremely
comfortable sheepskin on top and saddle-bags are providenhfmrIrides. Argentine horses are ridden western sty
and are used to neck reining. They go best when ridden Witisa, relaxed contact with the mouth.
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PaceWhen riding on the Estancia, the pace can be variedittolfiere are lots of places where the going is good ar
open so plenty of opportunities for long, fast canterghmitiding can also be leisurely and relaxed for thadse
prefer. On camping trips in the National Park, somea®ate rugged, narrow or quite steep and in places the
vegetation is thick meaning the pace has to be slowecuagthyou are free to move on where the going allows amd t
are often energetic canters across open water meadwgrassy valleys.

Riding ExperienceWith a good selection of fun, forward going horses asl df open, varied going;stancia
Huechahue is a super choice for those who want good quidiitg. It is an excellent choice for intermediatkers and
above who are comfortable, relaxed and secure in théesaidd walk, trot and fast canter - although the choice
horses and flexible riding arrangements mean confiderlessiexperienced riders can also be catered for. Thg goir
on and around the Estancia includes open grassy plaingwiamnest tracks, steep and rugged hills and also rivets ¢
streams to cross so it helps to be used to riding ar@dsterrain and you will also enjoy your riding muchrenid you
are fairly riding fit. If you don't ride regularly at hom&e recommend you accustom yourself to the hours ydu wil
spend in the saddle with some regular and intensiverigabgfore you go.

Terrain Northern Patagonia is a beautiful and remote areaendaren rolling hills meet picturesque lakes and thicl
forests. The terrain varies from the rough open graggi&ns that surround Huechahue to the dense beech fanelst
bamboo thickets of the Lanin National Park. Around thariesa you will see the flat 'table topped' hills tha&t gpical
of Patagonia and that afford marvellous views. Rocky@asand clear streams also wind up and down valleys an
towering rock formations hide gorges, crevices and cavésaka traditionally been used by the local Indiansuasb
caves. The landscape in the National Park, which isriel by the 13,000 ft snow capped volcano Lanin, include
open grassy water meadow, thick bamboo forest and alees With sandy shores. It is also home to foredtiseof
world's only indigenous Monkey Puzzle trees and, perhapsstrdsng of all, areas of "lunar” landscape of bladk as
a legacy of recent volcanic activity and ideal to gallojpss!
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Accommodation Accommodation at Huehachue, which is modern and coattieitis of a good standard. The atmos
phere is relaxed and informal and Jane, her family aftiveill make you feel very welcome. Guest accommauheis
in eight twin bedded guest rooms (although the maximunuwibers of guests is usually limited to 12) in three lodg
in the garden of the main house, each with private iggdroom and some with verandas overlooking the lush garc
and river. Guests also have free use of the drawing nodihe main house, for example to meet in for dringfore
dinner which is eaten at a long table in the main dinagn. When riding in the remote areas of the Natioask P
there is no option but to camp. Camping equipment isecafor you by pack-horse or sometimes (where access al-
lows) by back-up vehicle but camps are simple in styeefing bags and two man dome tents are supplied - altho
many people choose to sleep out under the star filled @kgt saddle pads, rugs and sheepskin saddle covers are
to make a comfortable 'gaucho style' bed! Where possdinigs are set up ahead of riders but sometimes acdéss t
site means this is not possible and some help migleduered. There are no showers or loos in campsclé¢ae
mountain rivers and lakes are used for washing and lods@ae air’. Meals are cooked by your guide over an oper
fire and are eaten sitting on the floor around the ¢aenp

Meals Estancia Huehachue is virtually self-sufficient and \@ithemphasis on fresh, home-grown produce, the fooc
generally excellent. Bread is baked daily and thereniaya fresh milk and home-made cheese as well as édsli-
cious home grown fruit and vegetables — depending on teerseaweet tomatoes, corn on the cob, nectarinespegr
apples, plums, peaches...Lunch and dinner are traditydaedle meals in Argentina and dinner is generally eaten
never before 9pm and sometimes not until 11pm. Argentibeaf is renown for its excellence and is a very @pul
item, often served as part of a traditional 'asado’ @oar) along with chorizo or lamb, accompanied by frestdsal
home-made bread and cheeses, washed down with ArgentmearHome cured hams, venison, wild boar or other
game may also be on the menu for dinner. Argentinean wimeh is included with lunch and dinner, is excellent.
Vegetarians will be catered for as far as possible butelgige us prior notice of any special dietary requirements.

Weather The best time to visit this part of Argentina is during sammer, from November to March, with January
usually the hottest month. Days are generally mild toalibt temperatures averaging 70 to 80 degrees F, and night
generally cool. Being in the rain shadow of the Andearily rains on the Estancia in summer, but the lvegah the
mountains around the National Park is unpredictable anthelasle and rain storms are possible at any time so yol
should go well prepared!

What to bring We will send you a list of things we suggest you bringmyeu make your booking.
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Itineraries Estancia based itineraries are flexible and can be edlgpsuit. For a visit of 7 days or more, we usually
recommend a few days at the Estancia, followed by &3ty ride through the Lanin National Park or surrounding
area - although those who prefer not to camp may agiefoat the Estancia throughout. The following is>angle
itinerary of a 7 night stay with 3 day camping trip:

Day 1 -You will be collected from Chapelco airport at Sanrtitede Los Andes (or Bariloche by arrangement) and
driven half an hour or so to Estancia Huechahuach when you arrive and after settling in and a restettill be
time to meet the horses and for an afternoon rideytiném. Return to the Estancia for a cup of tea bgfonéng Jane,
your host, and other guests for a drink in the drawing ramdraadelicious three course dinner. The night at the
Estancia. (L,D)

Day 2 -A full cooked breakfast sets you up for the day and theafsen a day ride to explore the typically Patagani
scenery around the Estancia. Follow the Huechahuanstas it winds its way across grassy plains and through
spectacular bassalt canyons, then ride out onto open plaios provide plenty of chances to canter and to try the
horses at all paces. Stop in the shade by the rivarevehdelicious picnic lunch is waiting. A siesta afterch and then
start the ride home, climbing to the top of Chenque Hithh wonderful views of the Andes rising up behind you anc
the vastness of Patagonia stretching out in front. Aofwga when you arrive back at the Estancia and thesta r
before dinner - or anyone who wishes can try fishingg$tancia's private stretch of river in the lateraften. Drinks,
dinner and overnight at the Estancia. (B,L,D)

Day 3 - Breakfast, then spend the day with the gauchos helpurglrup cattle into the corrals. Lunch is a typical
‘asado’ with strips of beef ribs threaded onto a stickcaoked over the open fire - you cut off the chunk youyfancl
eat it sandwich style with bread, washed down with ‘matige traditional gaucho diet! After a siesta in giade, a
chance for further cattle work, helping separate the @ywying your hand with a lasso. Dinner and night at
Huechahue. (B,L,D)

Day 4 -Breakfast and then a morning's ride across the Estdolaaying a new route to some Indian burial caves. T
caves were formed when glaciers carved the valley openiegtaance to the lava flow tunnels formed during preuvic
eras of volcanic activity. The Tehuelche Indians useddkies as burial chambers, laying out the dead surrounded
their weapons and always somewhere where they coultthesie@nemies approaching. They also decorated the wal
with designs and although the remains have disappearqektiioglyphs and views are still there. After a late tuaic
the main house and a siesta, an evening ride takes yomeocdiffs where Condors and Eagles nest. Stop fokslion
the cliff top as the sun goes down watching the Condbusir to roost, soaring above you before they settlghéo
night (in January and February the Condors may have gghento the Andes in which case there will be an engni
ride to the river for dinner, returning by moonlight). Dinaed overnight Huechahue. (B,L,D)
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Days 5 to 7- After breakfast set off on a spectacular threerabeyinto the Andes with two nights camping out and a
equipment taken with you on pack horses. The exact valiteary with time of year and weather conditiomslayou
may set off from Huechahue itself, or you may drive ifite mountains to meet the horses and begin riding.théae
ride takes you through beech forest and bamboo thickegtsywonderful views of lakes and mountains and the snow
capped peak of Lanin as a spectacular backdrop. Nights enam@uspent camping in carefully chosen and pictures
campsites by the lake-shores or at a stream's edgeteaitirewed over the fire or traditional 'mate’' wheun grrive, a
chance for a refreshing swim in the lakes or river amshiegs relaxing around the campfire. At the end of the ride
vehicles will be waiting to drive you back to Huechahueafarelcoming hot bath, dinner and your final night at the
Estancia. (B,L,D)

Day 8- Breakfast and a farewell ride on the Estanciareefjour transfer to the airport. (B)

2009-201CRates

Please noteghat due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, ride ratesre now quoted in US$. The sterling
price will be the equivalent sterling rate using the US$terling exchange rate in force when you book/pay. Thest
rates supersedeates quoted in our 2009 brochure.

2009 - US$ 356 per person per night
2010 - USE75 per person per night

RatesINCLUDE all riding (including any camping trips,) accommodatibiB(generally rooms are twin share but
some single rooms may be available if the Estasamt fully booked - please ask but please also noteitigde s
rooms_cannobe guaranteed unless you are prepared to pay a 25% supplethemgls, drinks, guiding services,
equipment and transfers from / to Chapelco airport at\M&atin de los Andes.

Collection and return to Bariloche (town or airporth @so be arranged at a supplement of approximately US$225
US$295 per vehicle (NB this varies if you require an Engifsdaking driver - please contact us for a quote)

The rateEXCLUDES International flights to Buenos Aires and interriglhts from there to Chapelco, airport taxes,
personal medical / travel insurance (which you must hawe) visa fees, tips (see note below) and any extrasnagh
commodation, transfers etc. in Buenos Aires.

Set departuresEstancia based stays that include rides into the mosraaicattle drives are scheduled from various
dates between late October and MaRlease notdhat these dates are subject to alterations and areslslly a little
flexible with earlier or later arrival or departure dadéen possible (NB the pack trips are not usually moveable)
please contact us to discuss - and also note thatdsdtes are sometimes organised or possible on requeske Bh
us to discuss your plans and for detailed itineraries / dgtgestions:
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Set Dates Currently Planned:
Autumn 2009
7th to 14th November -7 nights (with a 3 day /2 nights pack trip on 11th, 12th &13th)
16th to 23rd November -7 nights (with a 3 day /2 nights pack trip on 20th, 21st & 22nd)
1st to 8th December 7 nights (with a 3 day /2 nights pack trip on 5th, 6th & 7th)
14th to 21st December 7 nights (with a 3 day /2 nights pack trip on 18th, 19th & 20th)
23rd to 30th December -7 nights (with a 3 day /2 nights pack trip on 27th, 28th & P9th

Flights and travel information To get to Estancia Huechahue you will need to fly to Buémes and then it is best
to take an internal flight to Chapelco airport at SamtMale Los Andes, the closest local airport. You daa 8y
internally from Buenos Aires to Bariloche and we caarge a transfer from there, although there is aia €ktarge
for this (approximately USD 225 to USD 295 per vehicle, one waternal flights to Chapelco are three times akve
with Aerolineas Argentinas, and more regularly to Batie. LAN also flies to Bariloche.

British Airways currently have daily flight departuresBuenos Aires, usually leaving London Heathrow at about
21:00 arriving Buenos Aires at about 10:30 the next day. IbedaAerolineas Argentineas also have daily flights frc
London via Madrid to Buenos Aires. Other options ardhgacontinent (eg Air France or Lufthansa) or via ti$AU
Fares start at about £950 per person economy return Lemdeimapelco although this will vary depending on the da
required, availability and how long in advance you bookagtlecall us for more flight information or if you wduike

a fare quote. We would be happy to book flights for you AAUDOL number for flight sales is 6213).

A Note on Tipping Tips for thestaff at the Estancia are entirely at your discresind areNOT compulsory although
they will of course be appreciated. If you would like toskea tip we recommend you leave it with Jane, your host,
distribute amongst local staff. The amount of anygientirely up to you but if asked for guidance your hosttefil
you that something around US$ 10-15 a day (to be split betaliestaff) is probably about average (taking into ac-
count American guests).

General visa and health information(NB this is a brief outline - further information wile sent to you if you make &
confirmed booking)

Visas|If you hold a full British Passport and are visiting Angea for less than 3 months, you do not need to arrang
visa in advance although visa requirements are alwdyscuo change angbu should always check up to date
requirements before you travel

Health No jabs are required as a condition of entry froenk and Europe. The Hospital for Tropical Diseases in
London recommends that you ensure you are up to date wibth Petanus, Typhoid and Hepatitis A. If you are not
to date with these you should visit your GP or a traeiccabout 4 weeks before departure.

Draft - 02/07/09
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