
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RIDE WORLD WIDE 
Ride Botswana 2012 

Horse Safari Information Sheet  
Ride Botswana is owned and run by David Foot, one of Africa's most experienced riding guides. Born in Malawi and 
then educated in the UK before training in wildlife in Zimbabwe and Zambia, David and his wife Robyn operated riding 
safaris on Malawi's Nyika Plateau for some 15 years before moving, with their horses, to Botswana. They now run  
private flexible and small group safaris that are very versatile and can be tailored to suit. Riding is offered in two  
different areas; in Botswana’s Makgadikgadi Saltpans, part of the infamous Kalahari Desert and also close to the small 
town of Maun, bordering the Okavango Delta. Safaris can combine the two areas, giving you a chance to see and ride in 
two totally different environments in Botswana, you can visit just one area, or safaris can be organised to include other 
activities such as canoeing and walking, all under David’s expert eye.  

Camp Kalahari Ride This 5 night safari uses Camp Kalahari as a base with two nights fly camping. The ride takes in 
all the extraordinary attractions of the Makgadikgadi Salt Pans and its surroundings. During the dry season, you may 
ride right out into the middle of the pans, whilst in the wet season there is a chance to ride amongst Botswana's largest 
zebra and wildebeest migration. 
Thamalakane River Ride This is based out of the Royal Tree Lodge, not far from the town of Maun, and is suitable 
for riders of all abilities. Families with children or less confident riders who are unable to join rides in ‘big game’ areas 
will find this ride particularly appealing and it is available throughout the year, dates on request - a 3 night stay is  
recommended. Both safaris can be combined with a Selinda Canoe Safari or Spirit of the Delta Safari (walking and 
boating in the Okavango Delta) 
 
Safaris are run both from set dates or on request for private groups . 
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Dates Safaris are run year round, from set dates (listed overleaf) or on request for private groups, with different  
itineraries available at different times of year. The Camp Kalahari Rides can be combined with Thamalakane River 
Rides and David also leads safaris that combine his riding itineraries with walking and boating in the Okavango Delta 
and / or with canoeing along Botswana’s Selinda spillway. He sometimes also takes groups on safari in other areas and 
can be booked as a private guide for a tailor-made safari on request. Please contact Ride World Wide to discuss your 
plans and availability.  
                                                                                    
The Horses Ride Botswana currently owns about 22 horses, based in stables at the Royal River Lodge. The horses are 
mostly crossbreeds, between 14.3hh and 16.2hh. They include South African Boerperd / Thoroughbred crosses, Shire / 
Thoroughbred crosses, Arab crosses, Quarterhorse crosses and some Appaloosa and Appaloosa / TB crosses. All are 
well-schooled, responsive and enjoyable to ride as well as sensible to handle, used to game and at home in the bush. 
The horses are ridden in comfortable Maclellan saddles (a 'cavalry type' saddle that is a cross between an English and 
Western style) or English Wintecs. There is a rider weight limit of 95 kgs (15 stone) but please contact us if you are 
close to this so we can check suitable horses are available.  
 

 
Riding Riding is in two different parts of Botswana. Camp Kalahari rides take place in the Makgadikgadi Saltpans of 
the infamous Kalahari Desert. Horses are trucked to the Makgadikgadi from their base near Maun and standard  
itineraries include riding on 5 days, usually an introductory ride on the first day, followed by 4 consecutive days riding, 
with 4 to 7 hours in the saddle each day. Days are normally broken up either into a long morning ride with a late lunch 
eaten in camp and the afternoon for a guided walk or game drive; or a full day ride moving to a new camp, stopping for 
lunch and refreshments en-route. Thamalkane Ride are one-base safaris from the stables near Maun. Riding on these is 
flexible and can be tailored to suit. Riding on other tailor-made safaris is also organised to suit. Riding groups are  
normally limited to a maximum of 8 guests but larger private groups may be possible by arrangement. 
 
Guides David and Robyn oversee Ride Botswana Safaris personally with David normally leading the riding,  
accompanied by a groom as back-up rider. Short rides out from the Royal Tree Lodge may be lead by another  
professionally licensed guide. David is a very experienced guide who is passionate about the bush and has lead riding 
and walking safaris in southern Africa for more than 25 years. He is fun, easy-going company, and will look after you 
extremely well. 
 
Pace The riding pace on these safaris varies with the terrain and riders’ ability and wishes, but there is lots of scope for 
fun, fast riding, with the Makgadikgadi Salt Pans in particular a fantastic, flat and open riding environment. In the dry 
season, the sand and dirt underfoot is firm and ideal for exhilarating trots and long, long canters spreading out to enjoy 
the never-ending space. In the wet season, when the Pans are full of water, game paths through the adjacent grasslands 
are perfect for lovely long, relaxed canters. At any time of year, you will also ride through the islands of palm trees, 
crossing mopane woodland where horses pick their way quite slowly and carefully. Thamalkane Rides are very flexible 
in terms of pace and this is tailored to riders’ ability. The area around Maun is flat with a mixture of sand, dirt and grass 
underfoot as well as low scrub and acacia woodland. Where the bush is thick, horses wind their way slowly; when it 
opens out to grassy clearings there are good chances to trot and for relaxed, gentle canters. You may also be able to 
splash through the river or jump the occasional fallen log.   
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Riding Experience To participate in a Camp Kalahari Safari you must be a reasonably competent, confident rider. You 
will be riding in a remote, open area where game wanders freely and there are no fences or other boundaries to restrict 
you. You should be comfortable and in control on a horse at all paces (including long trots and long fast canters) and 
used to riding in open country, over varied terrain. You also need to be relaxed and secure in the saddle in case your 
horse reacts suddenly. The Thamalkane Ride can be tailored for riders of all abilities. Participants are expected to have 
some riding experience and ideally should be comfortable and secure at a walk, trot and for short periods of canter, but 
with flexible riding hours and flat, quite easy going terrain, these rides are ideal for those who want a first experience of 
riding in the African bush as well as more experienced riders who want to fit a couple of days riding into a trip to  
Botswana. Accompanied children are accepted on safaris at Ride Botswana’s discretion. Generally the minimum age 
limit is 12 yrs although younger riders, who are confident and strong, may be taken on request.  If you are planning a 
safari but do not ride regularly at home, you should be sure to accustom yourself to the time you will spend in the  
saddle with concentrated riding in the months before you go. Non-riders are welcome to join a safari, meeting riders for 
lunch and in the evenings, with days filled with other game viewing activities (game drives, walks etc).  

The Terrain The Makgadikgadi Pans are quite unlike anywhere in Africa! In the centre of the pans, limitless flatness 
stretches in every direction. There are no visual landmarks and all you see is like a vast moonscape. How easily you can 
lose your sense of perspective! In the dry season the flat, open sand is firm and bare; when the Pans fill with water, they 
attract big herds of zebra and wildebeest and provide a wonderful watery environment for game and large flocks of  
flamingos. Grassland bordering the salt-pans is criss-crossed with a network of wildlife paths and palm-covered sand 
dunes form a chain of islands on the ancient lake-bed. Away from the pans, the vegetation thickens to mopane and  
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 Accommodation Accommodation for 3 nights on Camp Kalahari Safaris is in Camp Kalahari, a tented camp nestled 
amongst the acacias and Moklowane palms of Brown Hyena Island on the edge of the Makgadikgadi Salt Pans. The 
camp (which sleeps a maximum of 22 guest) is refreshingly simple yet also comfortable. It has a traditionally built 
thatch library, living and dining area and a swimming pool for those hot Kalahari days. It also has 9 spacious twin or 
double walk-in Meru Tents and a family tent consisting of 2 adjoining tents (2 people in each) with inter-leading  
bathroom. All tents have an outdoor bathroom with flush loo and hot and cold running water and comfy beds, made up 
with cotton sheets, striped African blankets and hot water bottles if it is cold.  

 
 
 

The remaining 2 nights on this ride are normally spent in a simpler ‘fly’ camp. In the wet season both nights are in Xau 
Xai fly camp, where you sleep on stretcher beds in 2 man dome tents set up around a central mess tent, with shared 
bucket and pulley showers and short drop bush loos in camp. In the dry season, Xau Xai is used for one night and the 
second night is spent sleeping out on bedrolls under the starry Kalahari sky. Lighting in all camps is by kerosene lamps 
and extras such as torches, soap, towels and ice for drinks, are all provided.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Accommodation on Thamalkane Rides is in the comfortable Royal River Lodge close to Maun. The lodge is on a 400 
acre reserve on the edge of the Thamalkane River and has 8 spacious twin / double walk-in safari tents set on teak  
decking. There is also a large sitting and dinning area as well as a spacious deck shaded by leadwood and bird plum 
trees and a lovely swimming pool. Rates for Camp Kalahari Rides assume two sharing and a single supplement is  
payable if you are not prepared to share a tent with another guest of the same sex if requested. There is no single  
supplement on Thamalkane Rides. 
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Meals A great effort is made with safari meals, which are delicious and plentiful - with their years of safari experience, 
David and Robyn know what really works! Ingredients are always fresh and bread is baked every day. Days on mobile 
safaris usually start with a good breakfast - your choice of fruit, perhaps porridge, toast and a full cooked breakfast for 
those who wish. Alternatively you may be woken with tea, coffee and biscuits brought to your tent before an early 
morning ride, stopping for breakfast, cooked and served at tables set up out in the bush. Lunch is either a picnic out  
riding or served in camp on your return. Picnics include salads, perhaps a quiche, cold meats, freshly baked bread, fresh 
fruit, tea, coffee and other drinks. After riding or a late afternoon game activity, snacks accompany drinks around the 
fire, and a three-course dinner is served by candlelight in the mess tent or outside if it is fine. A varied bar with a  
selection of spirits, wine, beer and soft drinks (with plenty of ice) are all included. On Thamalkane Rides, meals are  
either eaten at the lodge or you may have a picnic breakfast under a grove of jackal berry trees or by the river’s edge. 

Game The area around the Thamalkane River is home to giraffe, zebra, kudu, oryx, eland, springbok, implala, blesbock 
and duiker and any of these may be seen on Thamalkane rides or whilst relaxing at Royal Tree Lodge. The Kalahari and 
Makgadikgadi Salt Pans are a harsh environment for game but antelope such as springbok, gemsbok and red hartebeest 
survive well in the desert despite the scarce food and water. You may also see monkeys and baboons, desert-adapted 
species such as meerkats, nocturnal species such as brown hyena, bat eared fox, aardvark, aardwolf, porcupine and 
honey badgers. The famous black maned Kalahari lions, some of the biggest lions in Africa, are also occasionally seen 
and often heard at night. In the wet season, big herds of wildebeest, hartebeest and zebra make for the water filled Pans, 
a spectacular sight in the open desert environment and Southern Africa’s last surviving zebra and wildebeest migration. 
The water also attracts big flocks of flamingos and year round there are chances to see rare koorhans, bustards and other 
birds of prey, as well as the numerous smaller birds. David is an extremely keen and knowledgeable birder.   

Safety David normally leads all Camp Kalahari Safaris and is a professionally qualified and very experienced guide. He 
is accompanied by a back-up rider or groom and between them they carry a rifle and hand held radio for communication 
with the lodge. Both guides will be up to date on their first aid training and will carry a basic first aid kit in the 
saddle-bags, with more comprehensive kits at the camp / lodge.  
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Weather & Seasons Summer months in Botswana are September to April and it is generally hottest from October to 
February, with temperatures up to about 38 degrees C at midday. The 'wet' season is November to April, though most 
rain usually falls December to February. The coolest months are June to August when midday temperatures reach 
around 28 degrees C. During these months and in May and September, it can be quite cold in the early mornings and 
evenings (sometimes dropping below 5 degrees C), but even at the coldest times of year days are normally sunny and 
warm. 
 
What to bring We will send you a list of what to bring when your booking is confirmed.                          
 
Itineraries - The following are examples of the 2 standard itineraries planned although please note that they are only 
examples and day-by-day arrangements may be varied by your guides in their discretion if game movements, weather 
or other local conditions require. 
 
Camp Kalahari Ride (5 night mobile safari) 
Day 1 - Arrive Camp Kalahari by private charter plane or road transfer. Meet David Foot your host and guide. Settle 
into your tent and after tea in camp meet the horses and an introductory ride to try them and for your first view of the 
area. Return to camp at sunset and after watching the sun go down behind the palms, hot showers, dinner and night in 
camp. (D) 

Day 2 - Up with the dawn and a light breakfast before a long morning ride through the ‘land of a thousand islands’ a 
chain of palm covered sand dunes on the ancient lake-bed. At the height of the migration these island and adjoining 
grasslands are awash with zebra, wildebeest, hartebeest and ostrich with hopeful predators following in their wake. The 
white encrusted pans between the islands provide fantastic going for horses - though if it has rained they will be full of 
water, attracting many colourful migratory birds. Return to camp for lunch and rest whilst it is hot, relaxing under the 
shady thatch or sweeping camel thorns and cooling off in the camp swimming pool. After tea, head off by vehicle to see 
desert game such as springbok, gemsbok and red hartebeest, returning after dark with a spotlight which might pick out 
brown hyena, bat eared fox, aardvark, porcupine, a honey badger or Kalahari lion. Dinner and overnight in camp.  
(B,L,D) 
 
Day 3 - An early departure today for a long ride east to Xau Xai fly camp. After packing essentials for two days in a 
bag that is loaded on to vehicles, head through mopane and acacia woodland interspersed with short grassland that is 
perfect for relaxed canters. The area is rich in birds of prey, bustards, korhaans and numerous other unusual dry  
woodland bird species and there is also a chance of spotting kudu and the odd bull elephant. Reach the famous Greens 
Baobab by lunchtime, proudly positioned alongside the well-travelled Missionary Road, traversed by David Livingstone 
on his journeys northwards. The magnificent trunk of this ancient tree is scarred with the initials of early travellers some  
dating back 150 years - a living testimony to the rich history of this area. Lunch at the adjacent Gutsa Pan under a stand 
of palm trees where you may see Stone Age artefacts and the hunting blinds used over millennium by the Kalahari 
Bushmen. Siesta through the midday heat and after tea, continue to Xau Xai Fly Camp. Dinner and overnight in camp. 
(B,L,D) 
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Day 4 - Wake up to a steaming cup of coffee and light breakfast, before heading off in search of some of the Kalahari’s 
most fascinating inhabitants, the meerkats. Tether the horses and walk into the middle of the group - an ongoing  
habituation programme by Uncharted Africa Safari co. means you can get up close and personal with these captivating 
creatures, which, although not tame are used to a non-threatening human presence. On chilly mornings, you may well 
find a meerkat snuggling up to you for warmth or, in the absence of a termite mound or tree, using your head as a sentry 
lookout post… As the day warms up, leave the meerkats to their foraging, mount up and follow well-worn game tracks 
that lead to resident herds of zebra and congregations of ostriches attracted to the area by permanent freshwater in  
hidden waterholes. Return to Xau Xai for lunch, a refreshing shower and siesta in the shade. In the wet season the late 
afternoon is a great time to walk to a nearby waterhole and, as the sun sets, to watch hundreds of sand grouse fly in for a 
drink before returning to Xau Xai for dinner and the night. Or in the dry season, you will mount up again in the late  
afternoon for a wonderful ride out into the middle of the ancient lakebed. Eventually all you can see is vast flatness 
stretching in every direction. Watch the sun-set and the stars come out; not one visual landmark and you will swiftly 
lose your sense of perspective - 16,000 square kilometres of baking soda void, inhabited only by you and a few  
gazillion invisible brine shrimp! And it is here that camp is made, sleeping on bedrolls under the silence of a star  
studded sky. (B,L,D) 

 
Day 5 - As the dawn greets this extraordinary landscape and the last of the stars fade, wake for a light breakfast then 
mount up to heading homewards, cantering straight across the Pans if you have camped out or from Xau Xai along the 
edge of the Pans or heading into the woodlands and open grasslands where zebra and wildebeest graze. From a great 
distance you will see the famous Chapman’s Baobab on the horizon. Also known as the Seven Sisters, it is  
acknowledged to be one of the largest trees in Africa, measuring 25metres around its girth, and was the campsite of 
early explorers like Livingstone and Selous. Break for lunch before a final ride back across the grasslands, heading into 
Camp Kalahari as the sun dips below the horizon. Dinner and final night. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 6 - Today is a non-riding day with horses loaded early and trucked to their base in Maun. After breakfast an early 
morning walk with Zu/’hoasi Bushmen trackers. Unchartered Africa, who own Camp Kalahari, pioneered and  
passionately support cultural tourism in Botswana, has been working closely with the Zu/’hoasi people of the Western 
Kalahari for many years and is privileged to have a small group of these extraordinary men available to guide a  
morning’s walking safari. Offering a window into the past, they will teach you how they have survived in this harshest 
of environments, using their vast and ancient knowledge of plants, animal behaviour and survival skills. Return to camp 
for lunch and prepare for your onward journey. (B) 
 
Thamalakane River Ride 
Day 1 Arrive Maun where you will be met and driven about 20 minutes to the Royal Tree Lodge. Time to settle in to 
your comfortable room before lunch or afternoon tea. Your guide will join you for a short safety briefing before  
meeting the horses. Set off on a fun ride in the cool of the afternoon in the reserve. The wildlife is wonderfully relaxed 
in the presence of the horses allowing for close encounters and great photographic opportunities. Arrive back before 
dark and enjoy a sundowner at the lodge followed by a delicious dinner. Night at the Tree Lodge. (L,D) 
 
Day 2 Woken at dawn and set off on a long morning ride. There will be a chance to see more game as you ride through 
the reserve but then you head off into the back country for some lovely long canters through acacia woodlands, perhaps 
jumping the fallen logs if you wish.                                                                                                             cont. over  
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Day 2 cont. You will pass occasional cattle posts and will see how the local Motswana live with their vast herds of free 
roaming cattle. As the morning warms up you make for the cool riverine woodlands of the Thmalakane River where a 
sumptuous bush breakfast awaits you, set up in the shade of the jackalberry trees. After breakfast continue riding along 
the river banks, enjoying the numerous waterbirds and cantering through the shallows. Lunch back at the Tree Lodge 
followed by a siesta, or time to relax by the pool. In the afternoon there will be a short walk to the river and then a boat 
trip in the evening light, watching the birdlife, fishing and drinking sundownders. Return to the Royal Tree Lodge for 
dinner and the night. (B,L,D) 

 
Day 3 A dawn breakfast and then mount up and set off on a full day ride to explore further afield, hopefully reaching 
the junction where the Thamalakane River splits in two, the Nhabe heading west to Lake Ngami and the Boteti heading 
east towards the Makgadikgadi. These rivers were the lifeline lifeline that allowed the early explorers, hunters and  
traders to penetrate deep into this area. David Livingstone was the first European to see the famous Lake Ngami having 
spent many thirsty days crossing the Kalahari before reaching the Boteti River. Picnic lunch is in the shade of the  
evergreen mangosteen trees and for some there may be a temptation to have a swim. The river will guide you home and 
if the water levels are low enough you may cross over and ride back along the north bank, looking out for the resident 
hippos as they become more active with the setting sun. Dinner and night at the Royal Tree Lodge. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 4 A last early morning ride through the reserve followed by a welcome hearty breakfast 
before heading on to your next exciting destination. (B) 
 

Selinda Canoe Trail This is a 3 night itinerary which is part of the 'Saddle & Paddle' safaris, and fits in either before or 
after the Camp Kalahari or Thamalakane River Rides. It is a true, old style safari, which takes you around 45 kms along 
the Selinda Spillway through one of Botswana’s richest wildlife areas. This is wild country and, except your safari  
companions, you will see no other souls. Your guide will keep a wary eye on the resident hippos as you paddle along 
the river. Stop to track the vast herds of buffalo or old bull elephants and enjoy the rich birdlife. Three nights camping 
in a simple but comfortable camp that moves with you and is set up by the safari support staff wherever you find  
yourself at the end of the day. 
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DATES & RATES 2012 
Please note that due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, safari rates are now quoted in USD.  The sterling 
price will be the equivalent sterling rate using the USD/sterling exchange rate in force when you book/pay.        
 
5 night Camp Kalahari Ride - USD 2810 per person (single supplement USD 715) 
Wet Season                                                                Dry Season 
6th to 11th January                                                     3rd to 8th May 
11th to 16th January                                                   8th to 13th May 
4th to 9th February                                                     1st to 6th June 
9th to 14th February                                                   6th to 11th June 
5th to 10th March                                                       30th June to 5th July 
10th to 15th March                                                     5th to 10th July 
3rd to 8th April                                                           30th July to 4th August 
31st October to 4th November                                   4th to 9th August 
25th to 30th November                                               28th August to 2nd September 
30th November to 4th December                               2nd to 7th September 
23rd to 28th December                                               27th September to 2nd October 
28th December to 2nd January                                   2nd to 7th October 
                                                                                   26th to 31st October 
 
Thamalakane River Ride - USD 390 per person per night (single supplement USD 85) 
Dates on request 
 
Saddle & Paddle  
(5 nights Camp Kalahari Ride, 3 nights Selinda Canoe Trail, 1 to 3 nights Thamalakane Ride)  
28th May to 6th June (9 nights) - USD 4950 per person 
5th to 15th July (10 nights) - USD 5350 per person 
4th to 14th August (10 nights) - USD 5350 per person 
21st September to 2nd October (11 nights) - USD 5750 per person                                 
(Single tents cannot usually be guaranteed on the Selinda Canoe Trail) 
 
Rates quoted INCLUDE all riding, walking and game drives included in the safari itinerary, guiding and equipment, 
twin accommodation (single tent only if paying supplement or if otherwise available), overland transfers between Maun 
and Royal River Lodge, National Park entrance fees, meals, drinks (except champagne, premium spirits and wines and 
laundry service.  
 
Rates EXCLUDE international flights to Maun and taxes, local charter flights (eg Maun to Makgadikgadi / Maun to 
Selinda) personal medical / travel insurance (which you must have), visa fees, personal items such as telephone calls etc 
and any tips you may wish to leave staff.  
 
Air charters  - The meeting point for the safaris is Maun in Botswana but the above rates EXCLUDE  charter transfers 
between Maun and Camp Kalahari / Selinda. You will need to budget extra for these. Transfers are by private air  
charter and take about 30 minutes. Charter rates from Maun to Camp Kalahari are approximately USD 640 return, and 
Maun to Selinda approximately USD 500 return). Please note that all charter rates are subject to variation with  
increases in fuel costs and can change at short notice so please confirm when you book.  
NB Road transfers Maun to Royal Tree Lodge are included in the above prices. 
 
Single accommodation - The rates quoted above assume twin accommodation. If you are booking alone and are NOT 
prepared to share a twin bedded tent with another guest of the same sex then a single supplement will be charged (if you 
are happy to share then no supplement is charged). Single tents cannot usually be guaranteed on the Selinda Canoe 
Trail.  
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International Flights to Maun  - Maun is the meeting place for the safaris. The best way to travel there from London is 
generally via Johannesburg in South Africa - there are no direct flights from London to Maun. You can also fly to Maun 
via Windhoek in Namibia, via Harare in Zimbabwe and via Gaborone in Botswana, but Johannesburg is usually the 
most convenient connection point with the best connections.  
You should plan to take an overnight flight from London to Johannesburg (British Airways, South African Airways and 
Virgin all fly direct London to Johannesburg every day, leaving London at about 20.00 / 21.00 and arriving JHB at 
about 07.00). Once in Johannesburg, you need to change planes and take an Air Botswana flight to Maun. Air Botswana 
flights are daily with one (occasionally two) morning departures from Johannesburg to Maun; the flight takes around 1 
hr 40 mins. Due to connection times, to avoid an overnight stay in Johannesburg, British Airways or South African are 
usually the best international carriers to use. On the return, the daily Air Botswana flight from Maun to Johannesburg 
will connect with overnight return flights to London. Please call us if you would like more flight information, a 
quote for a flight inclusive holiday or if you would like us to book flights for you.  Our ATOL number for flight 
bookings is 6213                                                           
General visa and health information (NB this is a brief outline - further information will be sent to you if you make a 
confirmed booking)  
 
Visas If you hold a full British Passport and are visiting Botswana for a holiday only and staying less than 30 days you 
do not need to arrange a visa in advance.  
 
Health No inoculations are legally required for Botswana but Polio, Tetanus, Typhoid and Hepatitis A are  
recommended and you will also be advised to take anti-Malaria tablets - you should in any case consult a health  
professional for further and more detailed advice.      
 

                                   (Updated 01/02/12) 
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