
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RIDE WORLD WIDE 
Hungary 2012 

Ride Information Sheet 
Hungary has a great tradition of horses and horsemanship and the quality of the horses used on these rides is some of 
the best we offer. These rides are organised and lead by Janos Loska, who rode for the Hungarian Event team and for 
many years has been the top 'Kisberi' breeder in Hungary. They are an excellent choice for experienced riders who  
enjoy forward going riding on top quality horses. The 'Geopark, Fortress & Castle Ride’ begins on the stud farm about 
an hour’s drive north of Budapest and follows a circular route, crossing the border with a night in Slovakia, then back 
by a different way to the stud farm near Vanyarc.  
 
Dates The itineraries are run from set dates each year but can sometimes be arranged on request for groups of 6 to 12 
people between late April and mid October. Itineraries are for 7 nights and run from Saturday to Saturday. Set date rides 
will be confirmed when there are a minimum of 6 and a maximum of 12 participants booked. Dates are listed overleaf. 
Please call us to discuss dates, your plans and availability. 

The Horses The horses used are pure Kisberi, bred at Janos Loska’s stud. A noble elegant horse bred for the cavalry  
officers (Hussars) during the Austro-Hungarian monarchy, the Kisberi breed achieves excellent results in many fields of 
equestrian sports (show jumping, dressage, cross country, endurance). Almost all the horses ridden are qualified  
eventers, many at an international level. They are between 16hh and 17hh, are intelligent, responsive, forward going 
and a thoroughly enjoyable, spirited ride. The horses are carefully selected and schooled by your guide. Tack is English 
style, with horses ridden in snaffle bits. There is a weight limit of 85 kgs / 13st 5lbs stone on the rides. 
 
Riding The rides include an average of 4 to 6 hours riding a day and are lead by Janos and often accompanied by 
Ezster, Janos' daughter who speaks excellent English, or a groom. You are expected to ride English style, rising to the 
trot and adopting a forward seat for the canter. You also need to be riding fit as the riding is quite strenuous and should 
be happy riding a big, spirited horse in open country. Horses are generally prepared for rides for you by grooms, who 
are also on hand at lunch stops, although after the first day, if you would like to tack up / untack your own horse, you 
are welcome to do so.  
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Pace The pace of the ride is moderate to fast with good opportunities for long canters. Often, on open plains and in 
broad valleys, you will canter for 4 or 5 minutes, walk for a minute or so for riders and horses to get their breath back 
and then canter on again for a further 4 or 5 minutes. A number of miles can be covered in this way and during the 4 to 
6 hours riding each day, you are likely to cover 40 to 50 kilometres (about 30 miles). There will of course be some 
walking and trotting and if the ground is wet and boggy or very dry, the pace will be slower. 
 
Riding Experience These rides are aimed at the experienced rider and to participate you should be well balanced,  
comfortable and secure in the saddle and able to control a well-schooled, spirited horse outside at all paces. As   
mentioned above, riders are encouraged to use a ''forward seat'' position at the canter (ie weight on the stirrups, no  
contact with the back of the saddle) and, as the horses are sensitive to the leg, little lower leg contact. You will be asked 
not to overtake Janos (even at a walk), to collect your horse and ride with light hands, not to ride one-handed, nor to 
take your feet out of the stirrups to relax. A good independent seat and balance are very important. There are occasional 
jumps on some itineraries (eg over ditches etc) and some jumping experience is required. To enjoy the rides fully you 
should also be fairly riding fit and participants are expected to ride regularly before they go (at least 2 hours a week in 
the few months before you go is recommended) to ensure they can cope with the hours in the saddle. Janos is proud and 
protective of his horses, with good reason, and insists on them being well ridden. To a foreign ear his manner can be 
abrupt and unnecessarily sharp - but as long as you ride sympathetically and as requested, he is easy going and is also a 
mine of information on the Hungarian horse.  
 
Terrain  The rides take you through farmland where there are large fields of maize and sunflowers with some pasture 
and also small patches of acacia or oak woodland and also through open grassland, rolling hills rather like chalk downs. 
The great joy of riding in Hungary is the open environment where there are few barriers or fences. As the Hungarian 
riders will tell you, you can virtually ride from one end of the country to the other without having to pass through a 
fence! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Accommodation On the Geopark, Fortress & Castle Ride the first two and last night of the ride are spent in purpose 
built accommodation at the stud farm. The club house has its own living room & dining room and all bedrooms have 
their own bathroom with shower and loo. Rooms are clean and comfortable but not fancy. The 3rd night is spent in 
Hollók� , the 'World Heritage' UNESCO village, where accommodation is in one of the pretty traditional village houses. 
Other nights are spent at a variety of accommodation, mostly in modern hotels but sometimes in private guesthouses. 
Generally bedrooms have en-suite facilities, though sometimes bathrooms are shared between 2 rooms and you need to 
be prepared for this on some nights.  
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Meals Breakfast, lunch and dinner are included each day. Breakfasts are at your hotel / guesthouse and you will usually 
be offered a cooked breakfast of eggs and / or perhaps cold meat and cheeses, as well as bread, honey, jam and tea or 
coffee. You generally meet the back up vehicle for picnic lunches which usually include a combination of cheese, cold 
meats, salami, bread, sweet paprika and tomatoes or salad, or on some days you may ride to a local restaurant or  
perhaps have a goulash cooked for you over an open fire. After a day’s riding, dinner is usually three courses, eaten at a 
local restaurant or at the hotel and may include local specialities such as fresh trout with almonds, catfish with  
homemade pasta, many different game dishes, stuffed cabbage - and of course goulash! Vegetarians can be catered for 
with prior notice but please tell us in advance of any dietary restrictions so that special arrangements can be made. 
There are good local wines from the regions of Eger and Tokaj at reasonable prices. Alcoholic drinks are not included 
and generally the bill for drinks is settled at dinner by your host and then split between the group at the end of the ride. 

 
Weather The Hungarian climate changes dramatically from winter to summer, with winter temperatures often several 
degrees below freezing and 2 to 3 feet of snow on the ground, and mid-summer temperatures up to 40 degrees Celsius. 
The rides are run from set dates in May and September when the weather in the area is usually best, though rides can 
sometimes be arranged on request at other times. In spring and early summer the ground is scattered with wild flowers; 
in September the fields are harvested and the countryside is busy with people working the fields. Later in September 
and in October the forests are full of colour with the changing leaves. Average daytime temperatures between April and 
October are roughly as follows: April 8-15°C; May 10-22°C; June 15-25°C; July 17-28°C; August 17-28°C; September 
10-25°C; October 5-18°C. Rain is possible at any time of year, with recorded rainfall spread fairly evenly through the 
12 months, so you need to be prepared for this.  
 
What to bring We will send you a list of things we suggest you bring when you book. 
                                                                                                                     
Itineraries An example itinerary is set out below although please note that this is only an example and day by day  
arrangements are subject to change and may be altered at your guides discretion if he considers this beneficial or  
advisable or if local conditions require.  
 
Example itinerary - Geopark, Fortress & Castle Ride 
This ride begins at the stud farm belonging to Janos and follows a route east, passing the UNESCO preserved village of 
Hollók� . The ride then turns north towards Slovakia, eventually crossing the border to spend one night here, before 
crossing back into Hungary and returning by a different route. 

The area you ride through is part of the Novohrad-Nograd Geopark which is an ongoing trans-border project between 
Slovakia and Hungary. The area's harsh history created a unique landscape, rolling hills and volcanic plateaux with  
volcanic peaks. The peaks were occupied by fortresses during the middle ages and in the hidden valleys isolated  
communities maintained their special folklore. 150 thousand hectares and 140 thousand people are within the confines 
of the Novohrad-Nograd Geopark. 

 
Day 1 - Arrive Budapest. You will be met at the airport or your hotel in Budapest and driven approx 1 hour to the small 
village of Vanyarc. The stud farm, which has been the top Kisberi stud in Hungary for a number of years, is close by 
and is home to around 80 pure bred Kisberi horses. Dinner and the night at the comfortable club house at the stud. All 
rooms have their own en-suite bathroom and there is a communal dining room and sitting room. (D) 
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Day 2 - After breakfast set off on a full day ride, a chance to get used to your horse, first setting off through fields with 
herds of brood mares and foals. The route takes you to the noble village of Erd� tarcsa where you stop for a picnic 
lunch. In the afternoon ride back to the farm. Dinner and the night at the club house. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 3 - After breakfast set off on a whole day ride towards Hollók� , the 'World Heritage' UNESCO village. The ride 
takes you through beautiful forests and there will be a stop for a picnic lunch en-route in Cserhátszentiván. In the  
afternoon ride on to the stables at Zsunypuszta. Leave the horses and then drive about 5 minutes to Hollók�  where the 
night is spent in traditional village houses. Dinner will be a typical Hungarian goulash, served in a beautiful pottery 
shop. (B,L,D) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 4 - After breakfast there will be time to climb up to Hollók�  Castle. Then set off on a full day ride, heading north 
east the village of Kazár. Stop for a picnic lunch close to a lonely farm in a beautiful valley. In the afternoon ride on and 
after the days ride leave the horses at Kazár. Drive on about 15 to 20 minutes to a hotel close to the Slovakia border 
near the town of Salgótarján. Dinner and the night at the Salgó Hotel. (B,L,D)  
 
Day 5 - Breakfast and set off riding north to Slovakia, crossing the border at Somosk� újfalu. You will stop for a picnic 
lunch en-route next to a beautiful lake near the Medves plateau which is the largest basalt plateau in Central Europe. 
The plateau is a protected area, one part belongs to Hungary, while the other to Slovakia. In the afternoon there will be a 
chance to visit a castle - Somosk� i vár - and then continue to the town of Fülek. Dinner, with a chance to try local  
specialities, and the night at a hotel in Fülek. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 6- After breakfast there will be time to visit Fülek Castle. Today's ride takes you south west, through farmland and 
forested hills, back across the border into Hungary. The night is spent near the town of Ipolytarnóc, just a couple of 
kilometres from the border. Dinner and the night at the Major Hotel in Szécheny. (B,L,D) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 7 - Breakfast and a full day ride, heading south west back towards Vanyarc, passing the beautiful town of Szécsény 
in the valley of the Ipoly river, a natural border between Hungary and Slovakia. Stop for a picnic lunch on the way,  
perhaps in the Cserhat range of hills, before continuing to the stud farm outside Vanyarc. Dinner and night at the club 
house. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 8 - Breakfast and transfer back to Budapest (about an hours drive) for your onward journey. (B) 
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Dates and Prices 2012: 
Please note that due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, ride rates are now quoted in euros.  The sterling 
price will be the equivalent sterling rate using the euro/sterling exchange rate in force when you book/pay.   
 
Geopark, Fortress & Castle Ride 
19th to 26th May                                                                    15th to 22nd September        
26th May to 2nd June                                                            22nd to 29th September 
 
Price - Euros 1500 per person (single supplement Euros 190)  
 
(Other dates sometimes possible on request for a minimum of 6 riders)          
 
Rates quoted above include - All riding, 7 nights twin hotel accommodation, meals (dinner Day 1 to breakfast Day 8), 
and also transfers from / to Budapest at set times with the group. Collection from Budapest is at a fixed time on Day 1, 
usually at 14.00, and return is after breakfast on Day 8 arriving about midday.  
 
Rates do not include - International flights to Budapest, personal medical / travel insurance (which you must have), 
any visa fees, your bar bill and any tips you wish to leave.  
 
Single supplements - All rates quoted above assume twin accommodation and if you are travelling alone, the single 
supplement indicated will be payable to book a single room at hotels. This is compulsory when you book if you are 
travelling alone but if you are prepared to share a twin room with another guest please let us know and we will see if we 
can find another person to share with you. If we do, the supplement will be not charged (you will be refunded) however 
we cannot guarantee to find a sharer and if we do not, the supplement will be payable.  
 
Travel information / flights  The meeting point for the rides is Budapest and transfers from / to Budapest at set times 
on the first and last days are included in the ride rate. The meeting time in Budapest is usually 14.00 on Day 1. On the 
last day (Day 8) you will be driven back to Budapest, generally arriving about midday. British Airways (Tel: 0870 
8509850) and the Hungarian Airlines Malev both fly direct to Budapest from London, as do Easyjet from Gatwick and 
Luton. Airfares vary depending on the airline and season but expect to pay between £140 to £220 for an economy  
return.  
           
Budapest is a beautiful city, split by the mighty Danube with the old castle and fort 'Buda' on one side, and the newer 
Austro-Hungarian city, 'Pest' on the other. It is well worth a visit and we recommend an extra night or two here either 
before or after the ride.  
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General visa and health information (NB this is a brief outline - further information will be sent to you if you make a 
confirmed booking).  
 
Visas If you hold a full British Passport and are visiting Hungary for a holiday only and staying less than 90 days you 
do not need to arrange a visa in advance.  
 
Health No inoculations are legally required for Hungary but Tetanus is recommended - you should in any case consult 
a health professional for further and more detailed advice. 
                                                                                                                                                               (draft 02/11/11) 
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