
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RIDE WORLD WIDE 
Mongolia 2010 

Riding Trip Information Sheet 
Mongolia is one of the world's last great frontiers and is one of the most pristine environments left on the Asian  
continent. Its fascinating ancient nomadic cultures are virtually untouched by western influence and north west  
Mongolia's alpine meadows, clear lakes, dense forests and rugged mountains provide a wonderful landscape to explore 
by horse. As the national symbol of Mongolia, the horse plays a central role in local life. Mongolian folk songs are still 
sung to the echo of horses’ galloping hooves, many festivals are celebrated with horse races and games, and the much 
loved national drink of 'airag' is made from fermented mares’ milk. These rides in Mongolia are organised through  
established contacts within the country and this local knowledge and understanding, combined with an awareness of the 
expectations of western travellers, make them an excellent way to experience this remarkable land. However, anyone 
considering a visit to Mongolia should remember that its borders have only recently opened up following conversion to 
democracy in the early 1990s after 70 years of communism. It is still very much a developing country in terms of  
service and infrastructure and as a result, delays and changes to even the most carefully planned itinerary are,  
unfortunately, possible. Although your local guides will do their utmost to make sure your trip runs smoothly, if you 
plan to visit Mongolia you must be aware that flexibility, an open mind and a willingness to accept local standards and 
local expectations - which will not match those you are used to at home - are prerequisites! 
 
Dates We have set departure rides planned in 2010 which will explore the Hovsgol, Khentii, Terelj and Karakorum  
regions. Please see further on for departure dates. We can also arrange other departures and itineraries, and tailor-make 
trips for private groups. Please call us for availability and to chat about the possible options. 
 
The Horses Mongolia retains one of the last horse-based cultures in the world and horses are still commonly used for 
transport. Mongolian horses are small - around 13 hands - but they are strong, extremely agile and used to long hours of 
hard work. Their stamina and dexterity is outstanding and they are tough and extremely sure footed over rocky, even 
snow-covered mountains. They are generally unshod and are trained in a different style to our horses, although they are 
easy and fun to ride and will willingly canter for miles through open grassy meadows. 

 
Riding There is generally between 5 and 7 hours riding a day on these trips, riding from camp to camp with rest stops 
for lunch and breaks to drink tea with the locals. When moving camp, luggage is transported for you by vehicles, or by 
pack-horses if vehicular access is limited. An introduction to the horses and to the Mongolian riding technique will be 
given early in the trip. Australian stock saddles or English-style saddles are used rather than the extremely hard local 
variety - but please note that tack is fairly basic as little can be bought locally! An English-speaking guide will ride with 
you and helpers and horsemen are on hand to look after the horses at all times. 
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Riding Experience It is not essential to be a very experienced rider to join one of these trips. The Mongolian style of 
riding is quite different from our own and so everyone is learning a little. The horses are small, easy and well behaved, 
inspiring confidence. However you will definitely enjoy your trip much more if you are saddle fit and if you have not 
done much riding you will certainly need to be prepared to put up with some hardship as new muscles are discovered! 
We highly recommend that anyone planning to join a ride puts in several hours of regular riding before they go to get 
used to the time spent in the saddle. The Khentii Ride requires a slightly higher level of horsemanship, with some tricky 
terrain to cross and longer hours of riding. 
 
Terrain  Mongolia is a land-locked country of grass-covered steppe, desert and high mountains. The Altai mountains in 
the west reach 14,600 feet and have snow-covered peaks year round. The southern third of the country is covered by the 
Gobi desert, whilst much of the rest of the country consists of grassy plains, with only about 10% forested. The routes 
followed on the rides we offer are those used by the local nomads when moving from winter to summer camps and the 
terrain varies. The area around Lake Hovsgol is alpine, with meadows, crystal clear streams and birch forest surround-
ing the 125 km long lake. The Khentii and Terelj region is also forested with larch and birch trees and in addition has 
open grassy valleys with some quite boggy terrain. The Karakorum area is one of open grassy valleys dotted with tents 
of the nomadic people. Much of the route followed on the Karakorum Ride is along the Orkhon valley, some of which 
is forested. There are many different species of mammal in all the areas visited, Hovsgol being the richest wildlife  
region and home to  ibex, elk, moose, roe and musk deer, wolf, brown bear and even the rare and elusive snow leopard - 
although on the whole, larger mammals keep to the hills and forests and are difficult to see. There is also a good variety 
of bird life. 

Accommodation Whilst staying in the capital Ulaan Baatar, accommodation is usually at the Ulaan Baatar Hotel or the 
Chinggis (or Genghis) Khan Hotel, both of which are roughly equivalent to an international 3* standard. They are clean 
and comfortable and have bars, restaurants and currency exchange facilities. Rates are based on shared twin rooms and 
a single supplement will normally be charged if a single hotel room is required (please enquire for details). When in the 
countryside, accommodation will either be in two man tents set up in mobile tented camps or in 'ger' camps. Where  
possible, when mobile camps are used, a back up vehicle transports tents and equipment, and the camp will be set up 
ahead of you by staff, with a large mess tent for meals and a tent with a long-drop loo. Sometimes (particularly on the 
Khentii, Mongol and Hovsgol rides when or if part of the route is inaccessible to vehicles) pack-horses have to be used 
to transport equipment and then, as space is limited, only small sleeping tents are carried and meals and loos are open 
air. Cooking equipment may also be more restricted when there is no back up vehicle, so the variety and quality of food 
can be more limited. In tented camps, lightweight tents are provided for two people sharing, although as far as possible 
we will try and arrange a single tent for anyone travelling alone. Mats are provided to sleep on but you will need to 
bring your own warm sleeping bag. There are no shower facilities at mobile camps although they are usually situated by 
a river where there is plenty of clean water for washing. A small amount can also be heated on the fire in the mornings 
and evenings for shaving etc. ‘Gers’ are the traditional home of the nomadic people. They are dome yurt-like tents,  
constructed of latticed walls covered by felt and canvas and they provide basic but comfortable accommodation.  
Traditionally Ger accommodation is shared (everyone sleeps in the ger) and there are usually wooden framed beds with 
a dresser and a wood-burning stove in the centre to take the chill out of cool nights. The Ger Camps used on these rides 
are in effect hotels that offer Gers rather than hotel rooms. The number of Gers in each Ger Camp varies (for example 
there are about 12 standard twin / double Gers and 2 or 3 delux / family Gers at the Tuul Riverside ger camp) and the 
camps also have washing facilities with hot and cold running water and flush loos (either in a separate block or  
occasionally attached to each individual ger) as well as a restaurant / dining hall.  
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Meals All meals are included whilst on the rides. Although food is definitely not one of Mongolia's famous attractions, 
with many items we are used to simply unavailable, a great effort is made and the best available produce is used on 
these trips to try and ensure you eat well. At Ger camps there is usually a choice of menu, with both Mongolian style 
dishes which include lots of meat and some European style dishes available. At mobile camps, food is prepared by a 
western cook or a Mongolian trained in western style cooking so there is more variety. Mongolia is a meat eating  
country with mutton and beef the main meat varieties used, often served as mutton or beef stews and served with  
dumplings. Fish such as lennox (a relative of the trout) are plentiful in the many lakes and rivers and, if caught, will be 
freshly cooked for you although fish is rarely eaten by the locals. Fresh vegetables are limited and rare outside the  
capital, but vegetarians can usually be catered for provided plenty of advance notice is given. Alcohol is not included 
but you are free to bring your own - Mongolian vodka and airag is readily available but should be drunk with care! 
 
Weather Winter temperatures in Mongolia drop to - 40ºC but in April the spring thaw starts. May to August is the mild 
Mongolian summer, when average temperatures are 13 to 17ºC, sometimes rising to 25ºC. Days are generally warm and 
sunny but nights are cool, particularly at altitude. July and August are the warmest  months, but are also the rainy  
season and the weather can be unpredictable with blue skies one minute and rain the next. Showers are, however,  
usually brief. 
 
What to bring We will send you a list of things we suggest you bring when your booking is confirmed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2010 Departure Dates and Rates 
Please note that due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, ride rates are now quoted in US$.  The sterling price will be 
the equivalent sterling rate using the US$/sterling exchange rate in force when you book/pay.   
 
Khentii Ride - 11th to 25th June & 6th to 20th August - USD 2686 per person 
(Single supplement - USD 210) 
Karakorum Ride with Nadaam Festival - 30th June to 13th July - USD 2861 per person 
(Single supplement - USD 270) 
Lake Hovsgol and the Reindeer people - 2nd to 18th August - USD 3949 per person 
(Single supplement - USD 260) 
Karakorum Ride - 15th to 26th May, 3rd to 14th June, 11th to 22nd August & 30th August to 10th September - USD 2374 
per person 
(Single supplement - USD150) 
Mongol Ride - 29th May to 8th June, 25th September to 5th October - USD 2024 per person 
(Single supplement - USD190) 
 
Prices Rates quoted above are per person and assume 6 to 8 people on the ride (prices reduce for 9 or more). They  
include 10, 11, 13, 14 or 16 nights accommodation based on two people sharing, all transfers and internal air fares, all 
riding, food and equipment and the services of local and an English speaking guide. Single rooms can normally be  
arranged if requested, though a single supplement is charged. Prices DO NOT include flights to Ulaan Baatar, your bar 
bill, personal travel / medical insurance (which you must have), any visa fees nor any tips you might wish to leave. 
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Flights and Travel You will need to fly to Ulaan Baatar (UB) and flights are either via Moscow, Frankfurt or Beijing. 
You can fly to Moscow or Beijing with British Airways (and various other airlines) and then onto UB with either  
Aeroflot or MIAT, the Mongolian airline, from Moscow, or with MIAT or Air China from Beijing. Aeroflot generally 
have two flights a week from London which connect straight through Moscow to UB and fares are around £850  
economy return + taxes. Or, you can spend a night in Moscow on the way. Flights with British Airways and then MIAT 
or Air China via Beijing, or with MIAT via Frankfurt and Moscow, are usually a little more, from around £900 per  
person economy return + taxes. If you fly via Beijing, you will usually have to spend at least one night there before  
flying on to UB. Please note that during peak times (eg Nadaam Festival) flight prices can get substantially more  
expensive and availability is limited. 
 
General visa and health information (NB this is a brief outline - further information will be sent to you if you make a 
confirmed booking) 
Visas - A visa is required to visit Mongolia, though in 1997 visa regulations were relaxed slightly and tourists are no 
longer required to have a letter of invitation to visit. On receipt of your booking form, we will send you a visa  
application form and details on how to apply, or you can download a form from the Mongolia Embassy website.  Postal 
applications are no longer accepted, so you will either need to call at the Mongolian consulate in London in person, or 
use a specialist visa services agency.  
Health - No jabs are required as a condition of entry to Mongolia from the UK and Europe although MASTA (Medical 
Advisory Services for Travellers Abroad) recommends you ensure you are up to date with inoculations against Polio, 
Tetanus, Typhoid and Hepatitis A. If you are not up to date with these you should visit your GP or a travel clinic about 
4 weeks before departure. 
 
Itineraries The following are examples of the itineraries planned, although please note that they are only examples of 
what is planned and the day by day arrangements may be varied by your guides in Mongolia if the weather or other  
local conditions require. 
 
Khentii Ride - example itinerary 
The Khentii region is remote and beautiful, with secret forested valleys where bears, wolves, red deer and moose still 
exist (though they are difficult to see!). Genghis Khan is said to have originated from the Khentii. According to ancient 
manuscripts, he was born near Dadal in north west Khentii. His name was Temuchin; Genghis Khan, meaning ‘great or 
all powerful ruler’, was a title given to him at the age of 39. His body was returned to the Khentii when he died and is 
said to be buried in the Khentii mountains. No-one knows exactly where. 
 
Day 1 - You will be met from your flight and driven to a 3* hotel where the night is spent. Lunch and the afternoon to 
rest and perhaps explore some of the city. In the evening your guide will take you to a cultural performance followed by 
a welcome dinner. Night at the hotel in Ulaan Baatar. (L,D) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 2 - After breakfast set off driving from Ulaan Baatar to Khentii National Park (about a 3 hour drive), famous for its 
beautiful landscape with granite formations. Many nomads still live in this area and yaks, sheep, goats and horses graze 
around their gers. After lunch in the Tuul Ger camp, hike for a couple of hours through lush meadows in the direction of 
the Tuul river valley to meet the horsemen. Dinner and the night in camp on the banks of the Tuul river. (B,L,D) 
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Day 3 - A substantial breakfast in camp, whilst the horsemen saddle up the horses (luggage will be moved by pack-
horses for the next week so facilities in camps will be simpler than on the previous night with, for example, no tables or 
chairs).�Set off riding along the valley, moving slowly away from civilisation and into the wilderness of the Khentii 
mountains. Marmots and ground squirrels are common in this area and there is an abundance of bird life. Ride to the 
new camp set up in this beautiful, remote landscape. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 4 - Breakfast and ride on, again following the Tuul river. The ride is only some 3 ½ hours today and the landscape 
begins to change as you move north and enter dense forest of pine and larch. You may well see Golden eagles and 
woodpeckers as you ride on to the confluence of the Tuul and the Hagiin rivers. Camp is set up at the junction of the 
two valleys. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 5 - Breakfast and set off, leaving the Tuul valley behind. This area is now tundra - the typical habitat of the moose 
and you may see signs of this of this magnificent animal as you ride through the forest. After about an hour, start to 
climb through thick forest well known for its abundance of wolves, bear, deer and moose. Ride over a pass and descend 
to the breathtaking Black Lake. The slopes of the surrounding hills are forested and the water is crystal clear. Camp is 
set up on the beach of yellow sand at the lake shore. (B,L,D) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Days 6 & 7 - Two full days near the lake, walking, fishing and riding in the forest or just relaxing on the lake shores. 
(B,L,D) 
 
Day 8 - Breakfast and set off to visit three wonderful smaller lakes, heading deep into the Khentii mountains. Camp is 
set up in a valley in this wild remote area and those with a taste for adventure will have the time to walk up one or two 
of the surrounding peaks to admire the superb panorama. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 9 - After breakfast set off riding through the deep Khongoryn river valley in an impressive high mountain  
environment. Follow the Khongoryn river for about 4 hours downstream until you find a place to ford the river. The 
ride continues into wide valleys which give way to mountains forested with birch, pine and huge cedar. The night is 
spent in the forest with camp set up close to a small stream. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 10 - Breakfast in camp and set off, riding up a steep path for the first few hours. The route takes you over the 
Khaviragiin pass, close to the Altan Olgii, or Golden Cradle peak (2646m), one of the highest peaks of the Khentii 
mountains. A steep descent from the pass to a small stream where you will stop for lunch. Then continue riding towards 
Terelj through the Dund Bayan Gol valley. Towards the end of the day, meet up with the support vehicles and set up 
camp for the night. (B,L,D) 
 
Days 11 & 12 - Leaving the horses, drive to the Ogoomor valley. The next two days are a great chance to meet the  
nomads of this area, to visit their families and to explore more of the beautiful Terelj National Park. Dinner on the last 
night in this area will be the very typical Mongolian feast of horhog - a dish of mutton made wonderfully tender by slow 
cooking in a huge, metal urn with vegetables, water and hot stones from the fire. (B,L,D) 
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Day 13 - Breakfast and board the vehicles for the drive back to Ulaan Baatar. Dinner and night at a hotel in Ulaan 
Baatar. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 14 - Breakfast and a visit to the Gandan Monastery, the largest functioning monastery in the country. There will be 
time for some shopping before lunch and then a visit to the Natural History Museum. Farewell dinner at a local  
restaurant. Night at a hotel in Ulaan Baatar. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 15 - Breakfast at the hotel and transfer to the airport for departure. (B) 
 
Lake Hovsgol and the Reindeer People - sample itinerary 
The far north of Mongolia is an area renowned for its high mountains covered in thick taiga forest, crystal clear lakes, 
rivers teeming with taimen and lennox, and lush, green, open valleys. This journey takes you right into the heart of the 
Lake Hovsgol National Park to visit the spectacular region just to the north-west of Lake Hovsgol - the Valley of the 
Great Lakes. It is in this part of Mongolia that the Tsaatan minority group live and it is one of the most remote and  
difficult areas of the country to reach. The Tsaatan herdsmen use reindeer for transporting supplies, riding and milking 
and there are only 30 or 40 Tsaatan herding families living their traditional century old lifestyle.  
 
Day 1 - Arrive Ulaan Baatar and transfer to a 3* hotel. The day is free for sightseeing or resting in the city. A welcome 
dinner at a local restaurant with music and entertainment. Overnight at a hotel in Ulaan Baatar.  
(L, D) 
 
Day 2 - After an early breakfast you will be transferred to the airport for your local flight to Moron, the capital of the 
Khovsgol Aimag. The flight usually departs Ulaan Baatar at 07.20 and arrives Moron at 09.00. You will be met at the 
local airport by the vehicles and driven towards Darkhad valley to the west of Lake Hovsgol. Camp is set up close to the 
small village of Toom. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 3 - Continue driving north to the small village of Soyot. Base camp, for your journey into the taiga forest to meet 
the Tsaatan people, will be set up here. The camp is next to the Khog River, surrounded by forest and there is an  
abundance of wild berries in the area which the locals make into a delicious jam. Meet the local horsemen who will  
accompany you on the rest of your journey at the camp and overnight in tented camp. (B,L,D) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Days 4 to 7 - Breakfast and begin preparations. It will take some time to load the pack horses and to allocate horses. All 
expedition tents and food including clients’ personal baggage will be carried by pack horses. Clients are asked to pack 
as lightly as possible to lessen the burden on the animals (the packhorses will be carrying tents and food as well as your 
personal luggage). It is essential to have a waterproof pack in case of rain and you will need good raingear. Any excess 
luggage may be left with the vehicles at the base camp. The ride itself is over some difficult terrain but the scenery is 
spectacular. You will meet the Tsaatan people, and their reindeer at one of their camps in the mountains. They are in 
constant search for food for their reindeer and live in small tents. The Tsaatan are part of the Turkish-speaking Tuvinian 
ethnic group known as Dukha. Please remember that when you are visiting these people you are guests in their home. It 
is appropriate to offer them gifts in return for their hospitality (please discuss with your guide). Camp will be moved 
each night on this circular route and a minimum amount of equipment is taken. On the evening of the seventh day return 
to the base camp near Soyot. (B,L,D) 
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Day 8 - A day of well-earned rest at base camp. There will be time for drying out wet clothing by the open fire and  
relaxing by the river. You will also have the opportunity to meet the local people in their gers, which are considerably 
different from the tents of the Tsaatan people. The evening meal will be a traditional Mongolian meal of horhog. Large 
chunks of meat, some vegetables and water are placed in an urn with hot rocks from a fire; the hot rocks cook the meat 
and vegetables and make a delicious meaty broth. Overnight in tents. (B,L,D) 
 
Days 9 to 12 - Set off riding again, this time on a linear route to the lake. The ride will take you over varied terrain from 
wide-open river valleys to rocky mountain slopes and finally down a forested mountain path until you reach the shores 
of the lake. The first glimpse of the lake is from the 'ovoo' on the peak of Gisheg mountain; you will then follow the 
path to the lake past locals making hay for the cattle in the winter months that lie ahead. The final day of the ride will be 
along the edge of the lake, between the forested hills and the crystal blue expanse of water. Pack horses will again be 
carrying all food, equipment and personal baggage and you will be moving camp every night. On the final evening you 
will rejoin the vehicles at a ger camp on the edge of the lake. (B,L,D) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Days 13 & 14 - Two days of leisure around the lake at the ger camp. It is a wonderful setting to relax after several days 
of strenuous riding. You can swim or fish in the lake, ride or hike in the surrounding mountains. Nights at the ger camp. 
(B,L,D) 
 
Day 15 - Breakfast and pack up camp, driving south along the lake shore to Hatgal and on to the town of Moron. The 
drive will take about 6 hours, stopping on the way for a packed lunch. Arrive in Moron in time for the late afternoon 
flight to Ulaan Baatar. On arrival you will be taken to your hotel. Dinner will be at a local restaurant and overnight at a 
hotel in Ulaan Baatar. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 16 - Today you will have a full day to visit the sights of Ulaan Baatar, including Gandan Monastery, the Bogd 
Khan Winter Palace, the Natural History Museum and the Fine Arts Museum. Lunch and dinner are in local restaurants, 
and you will have time for some shopping. Overnight at a hotel in Ulaan Baatar. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 17 - After breakfast at the hotel transfer to the airport for your flight home. (B) 
 
Karakorum Ride (with & without Nadaam Festival) - sample itinerary  
The Khangai Mountain range in Central Mongolia is drained by some of Mongolia’s mightiest rivers. The Orkhon is the 
most famous of them and for thousands of years the Orkhon has been a centre for the nomadic peoples who graze their 
animals on the Steppes of Arkhangai and the slopes of the Khangai Mountains. Their lifestyle has changed little in the 
last millennium – they still herd their sheep, horses and yaks, protect them against the harsh weather and the wolves, 
and rely on the Orkhon river for water. This journey will give you some insight into their lives and the local horsemen 
riding with you will give you the opportunity of visiting the yurts where their nomadic friends and family live. After the 
ride you return to Ulaan Baatar to witness the Nadaam Festival, a wonderful display of local sports and contests,  
including the famous horse race of some 20 miles in which the jockeys are all children. 
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Day 1 - Arrive Ulaan Baatar and transfer to a 3* hotel. A day of sightseeing, including Gandan Monastery and the Bogd 
Khan Palace, which is a series of beautiful traditional buildings in which the last King of Mongolia resided. It is now a 
museum displaying artefacts and costumes associated with the King as well as his collection of European furniture. 
Also visit the Natural History Museum and the Fine Arts Museum. Lunch at the hotel and a welcome dinner with  
traditional music, food and entertainment at the Ger Restaurant. Overnight at a hotel in Ulaan Baatar. (L,D) 
 
Day 2 - After breakfast at the hotel you will begin driving to the west across wide-open steppe with rolling hills in the 
background. Lunch en-route and then continue to Ugiin Nuur (Lake). The drive is about 350 km and will take about 8 
hours. Make camp by the water in a beautiful setting surrounded by nomadic family gers. The horses and horsemen will 
be at Ugiin Nuur and you will meet them this evening. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 3 - Breakfast and an introductory ride to get used to Mongolian horses and tack. You will then set of riding, about 
30km, to Khoshoo Tsaidam to see the Turkish building erected in honour of Qutluq's son, Kul Tegin in the 8th Century 
A.D, the time of the second revival of the Turkish Khanate. Camp is moved ahead of you by back up vehicles. Dinner 
and night in camp. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 4 - Breakfast and ride on towards Karakorum. The camp is set up at a site called The Five Trees. There are several 
streams flowing by the campsite. Dinner and night in camp. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 5 - Today's ride is about 40km in all, first riding to Karakorum, the ancient capital of Mongolia from which  
Ghengis Khan launched his cavalry. On arrival the most obvious landmark is the Erdenzuu Monastery. This monastery 
was built in 1586 and is surrounded by a massive 400m x 400m wall. Not a single nail was used in the construction of 
the ornate temples, only a few of which remain standing after the communist purges. In previous times the grounds held 
over 60 temples with 10,000 monks using them for their daily worship. Visit the monastery and ride on to the Orkhon 
River and tonight’s camp. (B,L,D) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 6 - The ride continues in the direction of the Tuvkhun Monastery. Camp is set up at Nariin. Dinner and night in 
camp. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 7 - A morning ride up the hill to the Tuvkhun Monastery, built for the first religious King of Mongolia, Ondor 
Gegeen Zanabazar. It was a place of rest and meditation for the Khan and also one of artistic inspiration as he was a  
renowned painter and sculptor. The monastery is situated on a hilltop in the Khangai mountain range. It was destroyed 
during the devastation of the 1930s but has been restored over the last few years and was officially reopened as a place 
of worship in 1997. Continue riding along the Orkhon river valley where camp is set up. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 8 - Ride along the Orkhon Valley to the Orkhon waterfall. This valley is known as the cradle of the Mongolian 
civilisation as many of Mongolia's ancient monuments lie within its borders. The Orkhon Waterfall marks the half-way 
point of the Orkhon River, the longest river in Mongolia. The area surrounding the waterfall is green and forested. 
Make camp near the Orkhon waterfall. (B,L,D) 
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Day 9 - Either a rest from riding with a chance to walk in the area of the Orkhon Waterfall or perhaps a morning ride in 
this picturesque area. This part of Mongolia is well known for producing the best airag, or fermented mares’ milk, in the 
country.  Locals love to challenge you to a singing game, the loser having to consume a whole bowl of the airag, so  
beware when visiting local families! Night camping by the Orkhon waterfall. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 10 - Meet the vehicles again and drive for about 5 or 6 hours (250km) to 'Piece of Sand' near the mountain Khogno 
Khan. This is a stretch of sand that extends from the Gobi Desert into the central areas of Mongolia. Make camp near 
the mountain in the evening. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 11 - Return drive to Ulaan Baatar. This will mainly be on paved roads and will take about 6 hours (300km). Dinner 
will be at the Ger Restaurant with traditional Mongolian food and entertainment. Overnight at a 3* hotel in Ulaan 
Baatar. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 12 - After breakfast at the hotel transfer to the airport for your flight home. (B) 
 
Or, for the combined Karakorum Ride with Nadaam Festival: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Days 12 & 13 (Friday 11th & Saturday 12th July) - Two full days spent at the Naadam Festival in Ulaan Baatar, 
starting with the ceremony in the main square and then watching the wrestling and archery competitions. In the  
afternoon see the horse racing in the surrounding countryside. The evening program will be performances of Mongolian 
folk song and dance. The following day is free to explore the city or watch more wrestling, horse racing and archery. A 
guide will accompany you and vehicle will be available for driving out to the horse racing. Breakfast and lunch will be 
at the hotel and dinner at local restaurants. Nights spent at a hotel in Ulaan Baatar. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 14 (Sunday 13th July) - Breakfast at the hotel then transfer to the airport for your flight home. (B) 
 

Mongol Ride 
This ride takes place in the Terelj and Khentii region, the homeland of Genghis Khan. The riding is through similar 
landscape to the Khentii Ride, but the area is not quite as remote. There is more interaction with the local Nomadic  
people and you experience their hospitality and learn about their lives. Pack-horses may be used for some of the trip, 
depending on weather conditions (vehicle back up is normally possible).  

 
Day 1 - Arrive Ulaan Baatar and transfer to a 3* hotel. The day is free for sightseeing or resting in the city. A welcome 
dinner at a local restaurant with music and entertainment. Overnight at a hotel in Ulaan Baatar. (D) 
 

Day 2 - Breakfast at your hotel and then the morning sightseeing, visiting Gandan Monastery and the National History 
Museum followed by lunch at a local restaurant. You will then be transferred to the train station to take a train to  
Mandal, which takes about 2 hours. On your arrival, you will be met by your horseman and set off on a short ride (about 
8kms) towards the Bayangol River near the Bayangol Resort. Dinner in night in private tented camp. (B,L,D).  
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Day 3 - After breakfast, start riding through open country until you reach Mount Tsokhiot. Pass the small village of  
Udleg and continue on through deep forests of Siberian larch, which are home to deer, wolf and moose. Camp is set up 
in the larch trees near Sanzai Mountain and the ride today  covers approx. 30kms. Dinner and night in camp. (B,L,D). 

Day 4 - The larch forests are home to many birds and you will no doubt be awakened by birdsong. Today’s ride is about 
20kms and takes you along the slopes of Mount Ikh Yan, the Uliastain River, and finally to the plain of Burkhantiin Zuu 
where camp is set up. There are some rock paintings here of ancient Gods. Dinner and night in camp. (B,L,D). 

Day 5 - After breakfast in camp, ride towards the Terelj River, firstly heading down to the Uliastai River and passing 
through Davaany Am. The ride is about 30kms and camp is set up on the banks of the Terelj River. Dinner and night in 
tented camp. (B,D,L). 

Day 6 - Breakfast and a relaxing day at the Terelj River in the Terelj National Park. Riding available for those who 
wish - or fishing or hiking. You might want to ride to visit a local nomadic family, or simply take it easy and relax with 
a book! Lunch, dinner and the night in camp. (B,L,D). 

Day 7 - Set off again and continue along the Terelj River. As you leave civilization behind, you will start seeing  
squirrels, marmots and various species of birds. The ride will cover about 30kms and tonight's camp is set up on the 
slopes of Shilj Ereeny Pass, where there are many wild flowers in the spring and abundant wildlife. Dinner and night in 
camp. (B,L,D). 

Day 8 - After breakfast in camp, ride up to Gachuurt's Mount Nuramt which is the heartland of the Khentii Mountain 
range on the banks of the mighty Tuul River. The night in Nomads Ger camp, about a 30km ride from this morning’s 
camp. Dinner and night at the Tuul ger Camp. (B,L,D). 

Day 9 - Another day to relax and enjoy the natural beauty of this area. You can walk up the forested hillsides which are 
decorated with wild flowers and crystal clear streams, working up an appetite for dinner which tonight is the traditional 
“Khorkhog”! This specialty of mutton and vegetable is cooked in hot stones under high pressure. After dinner a chance 
for a moonlight ride. Dinner and overnight at the Ger Camp. (B,L,D). 

Day 10 - Breakfast and set off driving back to Ulaan Baatar (about 30kms). On arrival you will be taken to your hotel 
and then have time to visit the Bogd Khaan Winter Palace, home of the last religious king of Mongolia and the Fine 
Arts Museum and also for some shopping! Lunch and dinner in a local restaurant. Night at a hotel in Ulaan Baatar.  
(B,L,D). 
 

Day 11 - Breakfast at the hotel then transfer to the airport for your flight home. (B) 
 

(Draft update 10/03/10) 
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