
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RIDE WORLD WIDE 
Morocco 2010  

Riding Trip Information Sheet 
Morocco is a wonderful mix of African and Arabian culture, there are exotic Arabian cities with colourful souks,  
cedarwood forests and lush valleys in the Atlas mountains, huge sand dunes and date palm oases in the south and  
endless empty beaches. The local Berber people have a culture which is very much linked with the horse and they have 
their own unique breed, the Berber Arabs, perfectly suited to desert and mountains. The different ride itineraries explore 
several distinct parts of Morocco including rides in the Middle Atlas Mountains, along the Atlantic Coast and on the 
northern edge of the Sahara Desert. All this, along with winter sun, only a short flight from the UK. 
 
Dates Ride are run pretty much year round, with set date 7, 8, 9 & 14 night itineraries. Please see the set departure dates 
overleaf and call us to check availability. Other dates can be arranged on request for groups of 4 or more - please call us 
to discuss.                              
 
The Horses The horses used are mostly pure and cross bred Berber Arabs of between about 14.2hh and 16 hh. They are 
of a fairly narrow build, but are strong and sure footed. They are a forward going, responsive and enjoyable ride and 
there is a good selection of horses for riders of different abilities. Renate and Driss Erroudani, who own the stables, 
have about 30 horses in all, including stallions, mares and foals. On the rides both mares and stallions are used - there 
may be 2 or 3 stallions on any one ride, and these need to be kept apart from each other but they are easy to control and 
responsive (though a little noisy!) If you have a preference as to what you prefer to ride (mare or stallion) then you need 
only ask. There is a weight limit of 95kg (15 stone) though please call to check if you are close to this - sometimes  
experienced heavier riders can be taken. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Riding These rides are certainly taxing and are aimed at fit riders who like to move on - itineraries are strenuous 
(particularly the longer desert rides) with long hours in the saddle and some good opportunities for long canters. There 
will generally be about 6 hours riding a day broken up with a rest for lunch and a siesta. The daily itinerary will vary a 
little depending on the time of year - if it is hot you may be woken early to ride in the cool of the morning stopping for a 
long lunch and a siesta in the shade during the heat of the day and then riding again when the temperature drops. When 
it is cooler you will ride for longer during the middle of the day. Tack is English style and saddle bags are supplied for 
carrying personal items. The trips are lead by Renate, who is Swiss and speaks English, French, German and Arabic and 
has lived in Morocco for about 15 years. Grooms are on hand to look after the horses at lunch stops and when you  
arrive in camp, but you are very welcome to help and to tack up and untack your own horse if you wish. Rides are  
arranged for a minimum of 4 and maximum of 10 guests (though group size is often kept to just 8).  
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Pace The pace on the rides is fast to moderate overall, with good opportunities for some long canters each day. In some 
places, the going is rocky and rough or stony and the pace will be slow as the horses have to walk or may need to be led 
for a short while. In other areas where the going is good you may canter for a mile or so, then rest some minutes for a 
breather, before cantering on again. Each area is a little different but you are generally covering about 40 to 50km a day. 
 
Riding Experience To join these rides you should have a reasonable amount of riding experience and should be com-
fortable, relaxed and able to control a well schooled horse when riding outside at the walk, trot and canter. You should 
also be used to riding over varied terrain. You will enjoy the trips much more if you are riding fit and if you do not ride 
regularly at home we recommend you accustom yourself to the hours spent in the saddle with regular training before 
you go. You also need to quite physically fit, sometimes it can be hot, it can be cold at night, and you may need to lead 
horses over rough ground etc, so the rides are quite demanding - particularly the longer desert safaris (Tafilalelt,  
Nomadic Lands & White Beaches, Tata Akka, Ouarzazate to Zagora and the West Sahara) 

Terrain Morocco offers a huge variety of landscape ranging from olive groves and green fields of wheat in the north, 
forested valleys in the middle atlas, flat topped mountains and extinct volcanoes of the Atlas and Anti Atlas, the  
Atlantic Coast and of course the sand dunes of the Sahara desert in the far south. In the desert you will ride past oases of 
date palms and characteristic villages made of mud that are dominated by Kasbahs with their tall towers and mighty 
walls. Narrow shepherd tracks link mountain villages and these are often quite stony. Sandy river valleys, open plateaux 
and beaches provide an excellent chances for faster riding and on each ride there are lots of opportunities to trot and 
canter.  
 
Accommodation Accommodation on all rides is in a mixture of hotels and camps which are set up ahead of you. All 
the hotels are comfortable and are of a reasonable standard, generally about 2* although they do vary in facilities but all 
bedrooms have en-suite bathrooms (usually with a shower rather than bath) and they often have a swimming pool. 
Camping is fairly basic, some of the equipment is rather tatty and there are no frills. Small 2 man dome tents are used, 
with foam mattresses (about 3" thick) provided to sleep on. There is a general mess tent for eating, a 'short drop' loo 
tent, and also a washing tent. Hot water is provided on request for washing (though not in huge quantities) and you can 
'shower' with a bowl of water inside the tent. Luggage will be transported by back up vehicle which will also meet you 
for lunch where possible. Folding tables and stools are set up for lunch (when the back up vehicle can meet you) and 
dinner. When it is not possible to meet the back up then a picnic lunch will be carried in the saddlebags. Rates assume 
twin bedded rooms but singles can be arranged at a supplement.  
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Meals The French influence in Morocco ensures a good and varied menu and meals are a simple mixture of local and 
European food. Breakfast is generally just fresh bread, butter and jam, perhaps yoghurt or fruit, coffee with hot milk or 
tea. Lunch is either cooked by the back up team if you meet the vehicle or carried as a picnic in saddle bags - bread, 
cheeses and salads eaten in a shady spot out riding. Cooked meals usually start with a salad (tomato and cucumber for 
instance - not usually lettuce), soup or starter, followed by a local dish such as Moroccan chicken, meatballs with a  
tomato sauce, tajeens or couscous. Melons, grapes, pomegranates or some other seasonal fruit will round off the meal. 
Mint tea is a great favourite in Morocco (generally drunk sweet!) and will be offered to you when you arrive in camp 
after riding and at lunch. Although Morocco is a Muslim country, it is fairly relaxed and wine and beer are available to 
purchase - when camping you need to advise your guide if you would like wine or beer or other drinks so that these can 
be bought. Generally you keep a tab and pay for extra drinks in camp at the end of the ride. Bottled mineral water is 
provided. Vegetarians can be catered for but please let us know in advance if you have any special dietary requirements.  
 

Weather The geological variety of Morocco also means a wide range of climatic conditions - but it does offer year 
round sun. The coastal regions are generally mild, with average temperatures from 12C in the winter to 25 C in the  
summer (though day time temperatures can easily exceed this). The interior, particularly the south, can be stiflingly hot 
in the summer, particularly when the hot and dry Sirocco winds blow form the desert. Rainy season is usually   
November to January - but even during these months there is little rain in the southern desert areas. However in the hills 
and mountains rain is possible year round. Mean monthly temperatures in °C for Fes, Ouzarzate and Agadir are as  
follows: 
 
                  Jan    Feb   Mar   Apr   May  Jun   July  Aug   Sept   Oct    Nov     Dec 
Agadir                 14     14     16     17     18     21     22      22      22      20      18     16 
Fes             9       11     12     14     17     21     24     26      23      19      14      10 
Ouzarzate   9       12     14     17     21     25     29     29      26      20      14      9 
 
These are an indication based on 30 year averages - bear in mind that daytime temperatures will be higher and night 
time temperatures lower. 
 
What to bring We will send you a list of things we suggest you bring when you make your booking. 
2010 Departure Dates and Rates 
Please note that due to constantly fluctuating exchange rates, ride rates are now quoted in euros.  The sterling 
price will be the equivalent sterling rate using the euro/sterling exchange rate in force when you book/pay.     
 
Royal Cities Ride (7 nights) - Euros 940 per person (Single supplement 80 E) 
18th to 25th April                                             12th to 19th September 
2nd to 9th May                                                  26th September to 3rd October 
23rd to 30th May                                      
6th to 13th June                                        
 
Middle Atlas Ride (9 nights) - Euros 790 per person Single supplement 75 E) 
25th June to 4th July                                        13th to 22nd August 
                                                                                                                                                                    cont. over 
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Golden Sands, Agadir & Atlantic Ride (7 nights) - Euros 940 per person (single supplement 65 E) 
14th to 21st February                                                   28th March to 4th April           
                                              
Morocco Easy Rider (8 nights) - Euros 1250 per person (single supplement 120 E) 
30th January to 7th February                             
 
Tafilalelt Ride (14 nights) - Euros 1450 per person (single supplement 95 E)  
28th February to 14th March                                      17th to 31st October  
 
Nomadic Lands & White Beaches (14 nights) - Euros 1450 per person (single supplement 95 E)  
1st half (8 nights) Euros 1025 / 2nd half (7 nights) Euros 940 (single supplement 60 E)  
20th December 2009 to 3rd January 2010 
21st November to 5th December                                 19th December to 2nd January 2011 
 
West Sahara (14 nights) - Euros 1450 per person (single supplement 95 E) 
Ouazarzate to Zagora (14 nights) - Euros 1450 per person (single supplement 95 E) 
Tata Akka (14 nights) - Euros 1450 per person (single supplement 95 E) 
On request for groups of 4 or more 
 
Prices quoted above are per person and assume a minimum of 4 people on the ride. They include 7, 8, 9 or 14 nights  
accommodation based on two people sharing, all riding, food and equipment, transfers as indicated and the services of 
local and an English speaking guide. Single rooms can normally be arranged if requested, though a single supplement is 
charged. Prices DO NOT include flights to Morocco, your bar bill, personal travel / medical insurance (which you must 
have), any visa fees nor any tips you might wish to leave. 
 
Itinerary  The following is an example of the Royal Cities Ride - please enquire for other itineraries.  
 
Day 1 - Arrive Casablanca or Rabat airport. If you arrive in Casablanca there is a good train service from the station in 
the airport to Rabat ville station (about 1hr 30mins).  If you have the time the Medina and the garden of Oudaiya in  
Rabat are well worth a visit. In the evening meet your guide and other riders at the Hotel Bouregreg for dinner and the 
night. (D) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 2 - Breakfast and set off driving early in the morning to the stables close to the city of Meknes.        
Meet the horses - small but strong Berber-Arabs with a lot of stamina. Set off riding towards the foot of the mountain 
range of Zerhound. The route will wind through many small villages with clay houses and olive trees, sunflowers and 
cornfields. Follow a small river valley up to the village of Sainte de Sidi Ali with splendid views of Meknes and the  
surrounding countryside. Meet the vehicle for a picnic lunch and in the afternoon ride on through sandy fields which  
offer many chances for good canters. Arrive at camp which is set up beside in a small river valley close to the Roman 
ruins of Volubilis. A chance to visit this site with it's ancient temples, bathing houses and beautiful mosaics. There may 
also be time to visit the wonderful markets in the town of Moulay Adriss - the first Royal Arab City of Morocco - which 
overlooks Volubilis. Dinner and night in camp. (B,L,D). 
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Day 3 - Breakfast in camp then set off riding towards Moulay Idriss, through olive groves, and up to the peak of the  
Zegota. There are magnificent views of the Rif mountains as you make your way to the sources of Nzala Des Ben  
Ammar. Here the ground is rocky and allows few crops to grow -   just olive trees and small shrubs. The route takes you 
through a country that it is so deserted and devoid of human life that it is hard to believe. A few shepherds can be found 
around a water well where they bring their animals to drink - these wells are very important socially as they are one of 
the few places that remote families will meet other human beings to talk, collect news and discuss rumours. Ride on to 
camp set up in an olive grove. Dinner and night in camp. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 4 - Today's ride will cross the white mountain range of the Rif. Ride past a little village with small low houses built 
of clay, which is almost medieval. Agriculture here is done by hand in the old fashioned way and you will see many 
women working hard in the fields. Stop for a picnic lunch and the ride on, descending to the oued Mikkes. Follow this 
stream along many small windy tracks, passing several Arab villages. Camp is set up in a river valley within an olive 
grove. Dinner and night in camp. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 5 - Breakfast in camp and set off riding into 'Death Valley'. The valley is so named because the river is very salty 
and the water cannot be used for drinking, irrigation or livestock. The people living in this valley are forced  to go fetch 
water up to three hours march away. The land in 'Death Valley' is sterile with colours changing between yellow, white 
and beige. The route takes you through many small berber villages, via sandy fields from Moulay Yakoud, and up to the 
fertile plains surrounding Fes. A few final canters down through the fields to arrive at an olive grove where the horses 
and grooms will spend the night. Lunch in camp and then a short drive to a hotel in the city of Fes. Time to wash away 
the dust and change and set off to visit the old town of Fes, the Medina, the old University, the Souk with narrow streets 
with all kinds of shops. Dinner and night at the hotel in Fes. (B,L,D) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 6 - Breakfast at the hotel then leave the royal city, rejoining the horses in camp. The countryside today is very  
different, fertile plains with a few rolling hills and small river valleys. You may spot turtles in the streams that dive un-
der water to escape the horses’ feet. Stop for a picnic at the top of a hill, amongst the fig trees. Not far away is a spring 
which is a popular watering hole and washing spot for local shepherds. From here you can see the entire Fes valley and 
even the mountains of the Atlas. In the afternoon ride on towards the foothills of the Atlas mountains, crossing small 
stony hills before arriving on an open plane, good for a canter. Camp is set up on a hill, an old French farm now  
government run, with a beautiful view towards Fes. Dinner and night in camp. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 7 - The ride today takes you from hill to hill, occasionally passing through a small village. Once in a while there 
will be opportunities for long canters by the edges of the fields where grapes and melons are growing. Finally a lonely 
valley takes you back to the riding stables in Meknes in time for lunch. Say goodbye to the horses, and set off driving to 
Meknes, where you will have a short time to visit the souks and Medina. Then drive on to Rabat and to the Hotel 
Bouregreg for dinner and the night. (B,L,D) 
 
Day 8 - Breakfast in the hotel and own arrangements for onward travel / or flight home. (B) 
 
Please note that it is only an example and the day to day arrangements are subject to change by your guides in their  
discretion if the weather or other local conditions require. 
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Flights / travel - Each itinerary ride has a different meeting point - either Fes, Agadir, Ouzarzate, Rabat or Errachidia 
(please see the individual itinerary or ask for more information). Royal Air Maroc fly daily to Casablanca from London 
and have onward flights to Fes, Agadir, Ourzazate and Errachidia. They also fly direct from London to Marrakech.  
 
Easy Jet fly from Gatwick to Marrakech daily. Ryan Air fly from London Stansted to Agadir and London Luton to Mar-
rakech. You can also fly via Paris with Air France who fly from Paris CDC to Rabat and Casablanca. There is a good 
train service in Morocco (www.oncf.ma) and there is a station at Casablanca airport with mainline  
connections between Meknes, Fes, Rabat and Marrakech. You can also travel by train all the way for the UK  
(see- www.seat61.com)  
 
General visa and health information (NB this is a brief outline - further information will be sent to you if you make a 
confirmed booking.) 
 
Visas If you hold a full British Passport, currently a visa is not required to visit Morocco.  
 
Health No jabs are required as a condition of entry to Morocco from the UK and Europe although The Hospital for 
Tropical Diseases in London recommends that you ensure you are up to date with Polio, Tetanus, Typhoid and Hepatitis 
A. If you are not up to date with these you should visit your GP or a travel clinic about 4 weeks before departure.  
 
Malaria  
There is no Malaria risk in any of the major cities of Morocco. In some regions there is low Malarial risk between May 
and October and you are advised to take precautions against Malaria if travelling during that time.                              
                                                       

(DRAFT 09/02/10) 
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