RIDE WORLD WIDE

Romania - Transylvania 2012
Ride Infor mation Sheet

These rides take place in Transylvania, central Romapidanfrom the town of Brasov, based from Sepsikopatak
which was the centre of the country estate of thaddt family. The rides are run by Count Tibor Kalnokyl dis

wife Anna and are a trip back into the past, to a wondgmumispoilt horse-drawn rural society that has scgrcel
changed in generations. The region you visit is Seklentcy, an area settled by the Hungarian army centuges a
where Hungarian is still the most widely spoken languagegl trips are run from set dates during spring, summel
and autumn months and a special 'Hunting Festivalaimgld for early November. Extra nights at Miklésvar, the
Kalnoky's lovely guesthouse, are easily arranged. Pleas@verleaf for the set departure dates and contdet/Rirld
Wide to check availability.

The Horses The horses used for these rides are locally bred pongacteristic of the area along with Arab and
Lipizzaner crosses. Their breeding includes Huzul, arisémd robust breed unique to the Carpathian mountains,
Semigreu (a Lipizzaner-Ardennes cross) and some looadty Lipizzaners and Arabs. They range from around 14.2
to 16.2hh. They are keen and spirited, adaptable and wetl $oitke going, which can get rough and is steep in pla
They are also of calm temperament and sensible toéaadlish general purpose and endurance saddles are use
saddle bags are provided. The horses are ridden inesba#l

Riding The 6 night trip includes 5 full days riding and there isegelty between 3 and 6 hours in the saddle, with
breaks to rest and for lunch. When moving accommodatiniglat on the circuit outings, luggage is transported for
you by back up vehicle. An extra day can be added to tleeatypon request but this has to be agreed the whole gr:
in advance. Rides are lead by two guides, one Englistksme and groups are usually limited to a maximum of 8
riding guests.

Pace The rides are at a moderate pace overall, with rdakésg you through forest and up and down mountain tracl
There are lots of opportunities for trots and cantech day as much of the riding is across open grasslande ha
little road work each day (some on tar roads) in thmiycof the villages you pass through, but roads are giyera
very quiet with little motorised traffic.
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Riding Experience To participate in these rides you should have a reasoaaigant of previous riding experience.
The terrain is varied and you cover about 150km during thesemf the week. The minimum requirement is that yo
are comfortable and secure in the saddle at a walkanbtanter and are used to riding in open country and over
different types of terrain. The horses used are Blenand well mannered to ride so they are well suitguobtple of
intermediate riding ability and above. You should alsodasonably riding fit to take part and we recommend you ri
regularly at home before you go to accustom yourseligdiburs you will spend in the saddle.

Terrain The area you ride through is very unspoilt and littleckeed by tourism. Some of the riding is through forest
and up and down mountains and there are one or two placess riclers might need to dismount to walk over rough
ground, depending on conditions - a good chance to stretchegs! However overall the area is excellent fding,
with plenty of space, wonderful open mountain pastwisfwild flowers in the spring, varied scenery and many
wonderful views. There is also much to see of cultitatest with many local people living in conditiohsit have
changed little for hundreds of years and with horsésaatiely used for ploughing fields and pulling carts.

Accommodation Accommodation on the ride is quite varied and you willexience life as the locals live in the
villages, a typical Transylvanian farmhouse belonging tacBrCharles as well as the privacy of Ceausescu'srgun
lodge. Rural guesthouses in villages are equivalent to 'B&Bxying with a family - the group may not all stayha t
same house but may be split between 2 or 3 familiesy @re simple but clean and well maintained, with inside
plumbing, bathrooms and loos, hot water and centraligediathrooms are often shared and may be along a agrric
through the kitchen or downstairs. Most bathrooms kawevers rather than tubs but are clean with plenhpbfvater.
Ceausescu’s hunting lodge is set in the forest far &oynillage. It is typically soviet, built with littleultural
sympathy or taste - antlers and bear skins adorn the Weere is a sitting room with an open fire, a bigiraj room
and double bedrooms with their own bathrooms. Therfiggit is usually spent at Zalanpatak in a farmhouse bilgng
to the Prince of Wales, and last two nights at Miklosndouses which your host, Tibor, has re-built wjtbat care
and attention to detail. Each room is different wathelly antique furniture and woodburning stoves, typical of the
region, which are lit in the winter. Rooms are twadbted and if you would like a single room then this is piessi
although cannot be guaranteed.

Meals Food in rural Romania is generally organic and full a¥dlur and you will have the chance to sample some
traditional disheglthough the choicean be limited by what vegetables, etc are in seaf#neakfast is eaten at your
guesthouse or inn and is typically a selection of egggseher cold meats, bread or toast and butter and jam, wi
perhaps a choice of tea or coffee to drink milk (whichtisrostraight from the cow!) Tea (chai) in Romamsianot often
the black, PG Tips style - but more commonly green drdierso you may want to take your own tea bags. Lusich i
generally a very simple picnic out riding - ham or ckeessndwiches with fruit for pudding. Dinner, which is eaten
your guesthouse or hotel, is often soup (a strong point wlaR@mn cooking!), then a main course which will somesin
include a regional speciality such as wild boar or vens$ew, peppers stuffed with meat or vegetables, diffeypatst
of sausage, seasoned minced-meat wrapped in cabbage @aviee dr perhaps spicy meatballs, followed by a cold
pudding or fruit. Food is locally grown and fresh, howaw&rally only one menu is prepared at guesthouses and tf
limited choice. Vegetarians can of course be catemedin please let us know in advance by filling in theatigt
requirements on the booking form. Dinner includes mingedér, tea or coffee and usually half a bottle of vana
bottle or beer per person. Drinks at hotel bars arenohltded. Mineral water is carried in saddle bags whilsngi and
for lunch (soft drinks and alcohol are not usually al#é). You will also be offered 'Komeny' the local caagwseed
brandy quite regularly - be warned that it can be veong! (It is perfectly acceptable to decline!)
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Weather Most rides are run from set dates between April artdli@c when the weather in the area is best. Ingprin
and early summer the ground is scattered with wild fispe August and September the hay fields are harvestkd ¢
the countryside is busy with horse drawn carts; iat&eptember and in October the forests are fulbtefur with the
changing leaves. Average daytime temperatures betweemnAdrOctober are roughly as follows - April 11°C; May
16°C; June 19°C; July 21°C; August 21°C; September 18°C; Oci@B€r- though it may be about 5 degrees hotter
midday and about 5 degrees colder at nightfall. Rain islpjesg any time so you need to be prepared for this (We \
send you a clothing list when you book).

What to bring We will send you a list of things to bring when you mg&ar booking.

Dates & Rates 2012

1st to 7th April 1@th16th June 26th AugustdbSeptember
15th to 21st April 24th tat80une 9th to 15th Seytter

29th April to 5th May 15th to 21slyJ 23rd to 29th September
13th to 19th May 29thyJal 4th August 7th to 13th October

27th May to 2nd June 12th to 18th August 21st to 27th October

Rate - £895 per person

Hunting Festival - 31st October to 6th November
Rate £1295 per person

Rates INCLUDE 6 nights shared accommodation, all riding, guiding and egngrmmeals (from dinner on day 1 to
breakfast on day 7), wine, beer audt drinks with dinner.

Rates EXCLUDE international flights / travel to Romania, transfewsf / to Bucharest, any visa fees, personal
medical / travel insurance (which you must have), edtiraks / bar bill, personal extras, telephone catls &td any
tips you may wish to leave.

Accommodation is generally in twin rooms and single re@annot always be guaranteed. If you are travelling alor
and prefer a single room let us know and we will do our toelsbok one.

NB - Extra nights at Miklésvar or in the towns of BrasmmSighisaora, or in Bucharest can easily arranged either
before or after the riding.

Transfers- The cost for transfers from / to Bucharest is £135 peopersturn. This assumes 2 or 3 guests travellin
together. For 3 or more people the rate reduces to £105 genpeturn. If just one person is travelling then private
transfers cost £270 return. There is also the opfioaking a train from Bucharest to Brasov. We can dn@ange
meeting from Brasov train station and transfer to Zfadéak. The cost for this is around £100 each way forggesin
traveller.
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Travel arrangements You will need to fly to Bucharest for these rides amdoan arrange meeting / transfers from
Bucharest airport to Zaldnpatak where the first niglsipentTaromRomanian Airlines or British Airways both fly
daily direct from London Heathrow to Bucharest wittetafrom around £300 per person return including tax. KLM
offer services between UK regional airports and Buddtana Amsterdam. The budget airlines, WizzAir and Eagyjet
also operate flights from the UK to Bucharest Baneapard We can book British Airways flights and wdude very
happy to advise further on, and to book flights for you @LUOL number for flight bookings is 6213). Please ask if
you would like a quote.

ExampleItinerary The following is and example itinerary but please nade iths only an examplef what is planned
and your guide may change the day by day programme in biewts if local conditions, the weather etc. require
Please enquire for Hunting Festival itinerary.

Day 1 — [Your own arrangements to arrive Bucharest Otopeniimg@ally before 15.00. You will be met on arrival
and either transferred by private vehicle direct to Zaléakpar Miklosvéar (about 4 hour driv€R transfer to
Bucharest Gar de Nord station and assistance to aakangtyou tothe medieval town of Brasov (about a 2 ¥2 hour
journey). You will be met on arrival at the Brazoat&in and driven to Zalanpatak or Miklosvar.] The niglspient
either in a lovely restored farmhouse, belonging to Bridlearles, which is situated at the end of the village of
Zalanpatak with views out over meadows and forest; gowat hosts guesthouse in Miklosvar. Meet your guide or
Countess Anna Kéalnoky for a welcome dinner. Night ah&gdtak. (D)

Day 2 - Breakfast and transfer to the riding centre at V@asului (Sepsikorospatak, “Round Brook”), by car. Meet
the horses and a short familiarization, then the betgns climbing slowly onto a ridge, heading north alon@ hig
pastures with magnificent views stretching to the high Ghga Range. Continue along the ridge, meeting shephel
and their flocks on the pastures. At the end of the daydgscend through the forest to reach Malnas Bai (Mairoksf
“Raspberry Baths”), where you spend the night as guésttocal hunter’s family or with another family the village.
Accommodation is simple and bathrooms will have tohages] - the group may be split, staying in different he bsg
you will all have dinner together at one house. Ond¢®iang spa with plenty of mineral water springs, this vill&ges
typical wooden turn-of-the-century Transylvanian spa arctute, although now in a rather rickety shape. About 4
hours riding. Dinner and night at Malnas Bai. (B,L,D)
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Day 3 - Set off riding,climbing north-westerly into the deep forests of theddategion, where 6 villages share the
same woods (hatod = “one sixth”). You will follow a quierest track, alongside which bear tracks are sonestio be
found. A picnic lunch en route. Descend on gentle grslspes to the Batanii villages (“Big Bacon and Littlec8a’’)
to reach the lovely “Little Bacon”. Accommodatioraigain simple, with families in the village, and agaithb@oms
will have to be shared. The villagers here are knowsetespecially hospitable and friendly, and before dinmétake
pride in showing you their still functioning watermill atvdditional looms. About 4 hours riding. Dinner and night a
Batanii Mici. (B,L,D)

Day 4 - Breakfast and head northwest again, through the villagkeafulian (Magyarhermany), then through forests
and farmland, to climb up to Szep Arca (“Pretty Face’l)dnlthe southern slopes of the Hargita Range. Widesview
open out on distant Barot and Olt Valley. You descenchnast into the Kormos (“Sooty”) valley, where Romasia
ex-dictator Ceausescu had his private hunting villa. Thergvéd boar and bears in the forest close by and #terw
meadows have beautiful wild flowers. The horses atendilia / Erdofule and about a 15 minute drive takes gou t
Ceausescu’s villa, now the ‘Kormos’ hunting lodge where will spend the night. About 3 hours riding. Dinner and
night at Kormos (B,L,D) (NB-Rooms in the hunting villaye double beds - not twins).

Day 5 - Set off riding,turning south down the Kormos Valley on a long ride aldmglower slopes of the hills, passin
the villages of Filia / Erdofule (“Forest’s Ear”) &Biborteni / Bibarcfalva where you will stop for a ething sip of
sparkling mineral water which is bottled there. Contino&@lthe gentler slopes, which offer good chances for rsant
and into the valley of the river Olt to reach Mikl@syyour destination for the night. About 5 hours ridinge Vihlage
of Miklésvar was part of the Kalnoky family estatalahe old hunting manor is on the edge of the village. arka
was part of the Austro-Hungarian empire but became R@maluring the 1st World War. A couple of the traditional
houses in the village have been carefully restoredder to preserve their original Transylvanian charchararacter
and accommodation is in these guesthouses. The guesthoeis@siated within spacious gardens, with storks nestit
on nearby rooftops. Dinner and night at Miklésvar. (B)L,D

Day 6 - Breakfast and set off riding from Miklosvér, back te gtables at Korospatak riding through forested hills,
crossing valleys and streams, stopping for a picnic at®Charles’s property at Zalanpatak. This route wasmom
place for many generations of the Kalnoky family whizetad to ride between these two villages, where tiveir
estates were situated. This part of the region isqodattily rich in wildlife as there are no roads otagles for 25km.
Arriving at Korospatak, you will be transferred back to M#tar by car for your last night. About 5 to 6 hoursgd
Farewell dinner and night at Miklésvar. (B,L,D)

Day 7 - Breakfast [and then drive about 4 hours to Bucharestrairptime for your flight home]. (B)

NB - There is a possibility, which needs to be agreed bwtitde group at the time of booking, to extend the ride fo
one night. In this case riders would remain at Zalakpafter lunch on day 6, continuing to Korospatak the next da
arriving early afternoon. You would then be a culturak\asianged, visiting an interesting village or fortified atur
for instance, before transfer back to Miklésvar. €ktra cost for this is 180 Euros per person. Please enquire

General visa and health information (NB this is a brief outline - further information wile sent to you if you make &
confirmed booking)
Visas If you hold a full British Passport and are visiting Roma for a holiday only and staying less than a month yc
do not need to arrange a visa in advance.
Health No inoculations are legally required for Romania but Tietaand Hepatitis A are recommended.

(DRAFT 27/01/12)
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