was fortunate enough to join a week-long
adventure in Hungary organised by travel
operator Ride World Wide this summer,
riding the noble Kisberi horse. The Kisberi
has many attributes — excellent conformation,
superior athletic ability and the stamina of an ox.
My trip’s Hungarian host, Janos Loska, also
waxed lyrical about its superb temperament,
docile character and willingness to bond with
its master — traits that have seen the horses excel
in show jumping, eventing and racing.

Rider's delight

Janos, a former member of the Hungarian
venting team, runs the most successful stud
in Hungary, with around 80 Kisberi horses. He
has been organising riding trips since 1980
with his business partner Marta Jokai, aiming
to show guests the beauty and history of
Hungary from horseback.

The holiday is a rider's delight; guests cover
40km-50km (around 30 miles) every day, riding
for an average of five to six hours. The horses
are spirited and the pace is fast, where the
ground allows.

If you are a thrill-seeker, this trip will not
disappoint! This is predominantly because the
horses are outstanding — | believe you will be
hard-pushed to find such well-trained and
responsive horses on another riding trip. On
many occasions, 12 fit and forward-going horses
galloped abreast across the valleys in their
snaffle bits, and not cne tried to race the other,
fight their rider, or bolt into the lead. This is due
to their impeccable training, which includes
them stopping on command when Janos
whistles - an impressive feat.

With a choice of three itineraries, | joined the
seven-day Vanyare to Eger Ride) which begins
on Janos's farm, an hour's drive north of
Budapest, and ends in Eger, an historic town in
a famous wine-growing region.

When Janos intreduced me to my mount for
the week, | must admit to a slight feeling of
trepidation — the 10-year-old chestnut mare | was
to ride, Thetis, is a former international eventer.
No pressure, then, However, it soon becarme clear
that Thetis was a wonderful companion — despite
the odd spirited buck, she was careful, responsive
and a real pleasure to ride. | trusted her implicitly.

Expect the unexpected

With the other nine guests, plus Janas and one
of his grooms Georges, we set out on the first
day’s riding across farmland and valleys. | have
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never seen so much unspoilt greenery! Janos =
had a few safety rules for us — we were not to
overtake him, even in walk, not to take our feet
out of the stirrups to relax, and not to ride one-
handed. Janos meant business!

Despite some unseasonal heavy rain, we
enjoyed a short introductory ride to getto
know our horses, returning to dry off in the
comfortable rooms at the farm and eat a hearty
lunch, before setting off again in the afternoon.
The first part of the trip involved a fairly slow
pace as the ground was quite wet, although as
the week progressed, we rode out for longer and
covered ground more quickly.

The second day saw some memorable
action; crossing a field of rambling cows that
headed in our direction, Janos galloped towards
them and verbally 'saw them off; making sure
they didn't wander inta our group of horses,
Unfortunately, the resident bull took exception
to this, chasing after Janos and returning the
vocal challenge. What started off as being funny
quickly became a little scary, as the bull stoad his
ground and protected his ‘women.

venture

Imagine riding one of the world’s most beautiful sport
horses across endless, lush valleys, just a few hours away
from Britain. This wonderful experience awaits you in
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Kathy on her mount Thetis, who she trusted implicitly.

In the manner of an optimistic matador, Janas
and his fearless horse had a short stand-off with
the bull, before Janos's groom, ‘Handsome Tony;
led us all away and we made a sharp exit up the
nearest grassy track.

It quickly became clear that Janos commanded
respect wherever he went - the following day, we
crossed five lanes of motarway traffic while he
solernnly brandished his crop at the oncoming
traffic. Although not all drivers we saw in Hungary






